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“Great Modern Catholic Short 
Stories” 

A book of the above title has just 
been published — compiled by Sister 
“Marietta Gable, O.S.B. — ten stories 
about nuns—seven about monks—nine 
about priests. 

All of them have been carefully se- 
lected—many are prize winners. 

A review will appear in our next is- 
sue. 

372 pages. $3.00. 


COMMENTARY ON THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


Biblical Commission 


Sadlier, $2.00 


A companion volume—to aid 


in the reading and under- 
standing of the Revised New 
Testament. 

Everyone who reads his 
New Testament should have 
a copy. Just published. 





Book “Ratings” 
and Contributors 


We are announeing in this issue 
further additions to our permanent 
staff. Numerous others will be an- 
nounced when the reviews on which 
they are now working are pub. 
lished. 

We are deeply grateful for the 
cooperation of these busy contrib- 
utors. 

But we are also indebted to 
many others whose names do not 
appear—an increasing number of 
prominent librarians, editors, pro- 
fessors, school principals, teachers 
and experienced reviewers — who 
are sending us comments, sugges- 
tions and opinions on books they 
have examined. 

Among this latter class are many 
who for one reason or another do 
not have the time or inclination to 
furnish material for publication, 
but who wish to be helpful. 


Their comments and appraisals 
furnish a wider basis for deriving 
a composite conclusion as to fair 
and reasonable “ratings” for our 
charts, particularly in the case of 
the latest books on which public 
reviews have not appeared. Where 
published reviews appear later we 
will print excerpts from _ those 
which include definite statements, 
and if any sound reason appears 
for making a change in any pre 
vious rating we will not hesitate to 
bring it to our readers’ attention. 


In the meantime, many thanks 
to all those whose cooperation is of 
such immense value to us. 


* * * 


Margaret M. DeLisle 


We are pleased to announce another 
new member of our Editorial Staff, Miss 
Margaret M. DeLisle, M.A., of St 
Louis, Mo., Librarian of St. Mary's 
Hospital, member of the teaching staff 
of St. Louis University, organizer 
chairman of the Hospital Libraries Sec 
tion of the C.L.A. 

Miss DeLisle is an expert on Biblio- 
therapy and will work with us in the 
preparation of a Hospital Book Clini¢ 
column featuring books that have been 
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used to advantage by hospital librarians 
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This Issue is for October and 
November. The December 
Number is Scheduled to be 
Mailed by November 25th. 


In our last issue we printed several 
notices warning our subscribers to place 
their orders for Christmas books at the 
earliest date possible for the reason 
that we anticipated transportation de- 
lays. 

When these warnings were written 
we had not thought that we would be 
among the first to be affected. When 
we were ready to go to press on our 
last issue we discovered to our dismay 
that a freight car containing the paper 
for the September charts had been lost 
in transit from the East, and publica- 
tion was delayed a full two weeks as a 
result. 

Your Editor, because of a combina- 
tion of circumstances, including other 
duties which are considered paramount 
in this time of national emergency, was 
compelled to be absent for more than 
three weeks, causing a further delay in 
the present issue, which we have con- 
sequently decided should be an October- 
November combination. May we again 
repeat that, as mentioned in our mast- 
head, we consider an annual subscrip- 
tion to cover a minimum of 8 issues. 
We hope to reach the time when we 
can put out a monthly issue on a reg- 
ular basis with a set date for each 
issue. However, due principally to the 
fact that our work has been increasing 
much more rapidly than we had antic- 
ipated, we have not yet reached that 
fortunate position where we have com- 
plete control of our own actions. 

We hope, therefore, that our sub- 
scribers will bear with us until. such 
time as we are able to give them the 
steady and regular service to which 
they are entitled. 
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HIGH SCHOOL READING 


We print below our first contribution from a widely recog- 
nized authority on Juvenile literature—Sister M. Bernice, 
F.S.P.A., of Cathedral High School, Superior, Wisconsin. 

All of the books mentioned have been previously recom- 
mended, but we believe our readers will welcome this further 
appraisal by an expert of the standing of Sister Bernice, 
who is much interested in our work and about whose co- 
operation we will have more to say in our next issue. 


fies selection of books for high 
school readers has always been im- 
portant, but the seriousness of the times 
makes their selection doubly so. The 
greatest force in the Apostolate of the 
Church, next to the teaching Church 
itself, is Catholic literature. It is the 
strong right arm of the Church. If the 
influence of the Church is to make itself 
felt, high school students must become 
enthusiastic and intelligent readers. If 
youth is to preserve Christian culture, 
then the soul must be Christian again, 
and to do this the world needs Catholic 
writers; but first of all, the world must 
have Catholic readers. Young people 
must realize that Christ’s viewpoint is 
what makes them different from the 
pagans they fight. They cannot fight 
paganism with paganism but only with 
Christian principles. To a very large ex- 
tent these principles will be established 
by what they read. 

This War Is the Passion by Caryll 
Houselander* is a Must book for every 
high school student. When bombs are 
falling and lives are being snuffed out, 
it is important that young people have 
a proper evaluation of suffering in their 
lives. High School students today are 
studying the doctrine of the Mystical 
Body as they have never done before. In 
this book they will find this doctrine 
carried to its practical conclusions with 
so much enthusiasm, so relentlessly, that 
they cannot fail to grasp its significance. 
The whole story of redemptive love is 
told, and hatred has no least part. War 
offers serious temptations to discourage- 
ment, to questioning the Providence of 
God, to hate. This book will tend to 
serve as an antidote to all the hatred 
that is pouring from the press and cor- 
roding the lives of young people. 


“Ladies of the Grail” Correspondence 


Another important book brought out 
by the War, and one which will help 


1 Sheed & Ward, $2.25 








youth in the United States to better un- 
derstand the role of Catholics in this 
crisis is This Burning Heat by Maisie 
Ward?. Quotations from living and con- 
temporary documents abound in the 
book. It is a picture of Catholic souls 
being tried by The Burning Heat of 
Calamity whether this be in a blitzed 
convent, in a Catholic movement, or in 
a discussion in a bomb shelter wherein 
are all sorts of people. A good account 
is given of the world of gréat Catholic 
movements, such as the Grail and the 
Catholic Worker as they carry on their 
work in the shelters. The letters of an 
American convert, Beatrice Wards, will 
be especially interesting to high school 
boys and girls who have read the book 
reviews written by May Lamberton 
Becker. Beatrice Warde is her daughter. 


Ideal Gift 


Another book which is literally a 
handbook for every Catholic high school 
student is Mr. Blue by Myles Connol- 
ly*. When the student first reads of this 
strange man who lived on a roof of a 
New York skyscraper in a world of im- 
“2 Sheed & Ward, $1.50 


3 Macmillan, $2.00 
(Continued on Page 4) 








Cash or Charge? 


We offered an introductory price 
of $1.00 for Books on Trial, which 
was good until July Ist. 

At that time we thought about 
16 pages would answer. But the 
first issue had 24 pages, the second 
32 and the third grew to 40. 

With the necessary billing, book- 
keeping, etc., we find it is costing 
us an average of 25c each to collect 
where the dollar subscriptions were 
charged. 

It will help us if those who have 
not yet paid will now do so, there- 
by saving us the trouble and ex- 
pense of sending statements. 
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agination, he may consider him to be a 
bit “wacky.” However, as the reader 
ponders the underlying meaning of the 
philosophy of Mr. Blue he will discover 
that it is because he has drifted so far 
from the fundamental ideals of Chris- 
tianity that the convictions of a true 
Christian seem a little odd. No better 
recommendation could be made of a 
book to be given as a personal gift to a 
young person than this book. When the 
high school student comes to realize 
that he has in Mr. Blue a picture of a 
courageous Catholic man who lives up 
to his religious teachings and amazes all 
his friends by the judgments and deeds 
motivated by his supernatural life, the 
student suddenly comes to a realization 
that perhaps some of this might work in 
his own life. It is a satire that exposes 
those Catholics who not only fail to live, 
but-too often condemn, what really con- 
stitutes a Christian way of life. 


By The Laetare Medalist—1942 


High School seniors will appreciate 
the significance of To the End of the 
World by Helen C. White*. They will 
see in this book a reflection of their 
own times. With Michel who loved the 
Abbey of Cluny they will dream of the 
tremendous influence Christendom might 
have on the world when Christianity is 
lived as it was in the Middle Ages. The 
story of Michel de la Tour d’Auvergine 
will -give the reader not only a picture 
of the rich pageantry of the times, but 
also will be its own reward because of 
the exquisite style in which it is written. 


Thrills and Suspense 


Another novel that high school pupils 
will follow breathlessly to the last page 
is Alfred Noyes’ No Other Man’. Since 
total war has come to the United States 
this book has taken on an added sig- 
nificance. No one who has read the book 
can forget the suspense as that hurtling 
automobile goes over the cliff carrying 
with it the monster who would destroy 
the last vestige of life. 


Non-Catholic Librarian Opens the 
Rectory Door 


When Barbara Fleury wrote Faith the 
Root® she gave us a picture of a Catho- 
lic priest that everyone will love and 
admire. Miss Fleury has made “Father 
Jerry” live for us as he did for her in 





4 Macmillan, $2.50 
5 Stokes, $2.50 
6 Dutton, $2.50 
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that secluded little town in northern 
Michigan. This good priest knows his 
people and is always ready to serve 
them. It seems he is giving blessings to 
everyone just when they need it most. 
Barbara Fleury writes in a vigorous 
prose. There is not much sequence in 
the book, but the characters are well 
drawn and there is a “lot” of humanity. 
The writing is so strong that at times 
you will find yourself watching the sen- 
tences. 


By a Business Leader 


No field of Catholic writing of the 
moment is of more interest than that of 
Catholic biographies, especially of con- 
verts. Often these converts can give high 
school students something of the inspi- 
ration of the message they have to offer 
for the spread of Christ’s kingdom. A 
book that qualifies in this field is Fast 
by the Road by John Moody’. The 
writer is a Wall Street financier who was 
led into the Catholic Church ten years 
ago and has been an apostle for the 
Church ever since. It is true he knows 
all about the bulls and bears on Wall 
Street, but he also knows all about the 
true worth of the Catholic Church. This 
book will give high school students a 
greater appreciation of the faith that is 
theirs through a realization that often 
those who come into the Church have a 
greater appreciation of the true worth 
of Catholicism than “born Catholics.” 


Mother Seton 


Now that the cause of Mother Seton 
is attracting attention high school stu- 
dents will want to read all they can 
about her. A choice can be made be- 
tween An American Woman by Leonard 
Feeney, S.J.*°; His Dear Persuasion by 
Katherine Burton®; As the Morning 
Rising’® and White Noon by Van Swer- 
ingnen'', The human interest appeal in 
these biographies is so strong that stu- 
dents will thoroughly enjoy the reading. 


Covelle Newcomb 


One of the latest of converts is Addi- 
son Burbank who has recently been re- 
ceived into the Church in New York 
City by Father Gillis. Mr. Burbank is a 
nephew of Luther Burbank, the natural- 
ist, and is the illustrator of one of the 
finest biographies to come out this fall. 
"7 Macmillan, $2.50 

8 America, $2.00 
9 Longmans, $2.50 


10 Benziger, $2.50 
11 Benziger, $2.50 
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His pictures help to make Covelle New- 
comb’s Vagabond in Velvet’? really live 
for its readers. It is the biography of 
Miguel de Cervantes, author of Don 
Quixote. The book will be received en- 
thusiastically by the large circle of 
readers who enjoyed Miss Newcomb’s 
biography of Cardinal Newman, The 
Red Hat**, last year. The book is es- 
pecially timely at the moment because 
of the incident of the battle of Lepanto 
and the description of the suffering of 
the Christians which might parallel 
what is happening in our own world of 
1942. 


12 Longmans, $2.50 
13 Longmans, $2.00 


(Continued on Page 5) 








CORRECTIONS 
The book King’s Row by Bel- 


laman has not been mentioned in 
Books on Trial. However, it ap- 
peared on the September cumula- 
tive chart. 


The rating given was based on 
the published report of a library 
that has been very accurate and in 
whom we have great confidence. In 
this case, however, they admit their 
error and have published a corree- 
tion in the latest issue of their pub- 
lication, changing the book from 
Class A to Class C (Not Recom- 
mended). 


King’s Row was published be- 
fore Books on Trial was originated 
and interest has been revived on 
account of the movie picture which, 
we are told, is not objectionable. 
The book itself, however, we be 
lieve should be rated offensive and 
disapproved and suggest that sub 
scribers who have received the 
chart make this correction thereon. 
This notice is published for the 
benefit of those who may nol 


have received this information pre- 


viously. 
also, 


Books on Trial rated General 
Douglas MacArthur Excellent but 
on the large chart it was errone 
ously rated “Favorable” and also 
“Objectionable.” The latter is in 
error and should be corrected. The 
book is satisfactory and is recom 
mended. 








pe Eee OO ee ee” a le eee, eee 


a a a ee ee a a ae 


eo. wf 








2]. 


a 


le. 








October-November, 1942 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





5 


ee een 





Missionary Work 


When the Sorghum was High by 
John Considine** is another biography 
of a modern martyr, our own Father 
Donovan, a Maryknoll father who was 
killed in China by bandits. High school 
students have been most enthusiastic 
about this book. March Into Tomor- 
row'’ by the same author has all the 
momentum of marching feet—the mis- 
sionaries will march into tomorrow and 
take over the chaotic world in an effort 
to reconstruct the broken fragments. 

We Have Been Friends Together by 
Raissa Maritain’® is a record of the 
memories of the wife of the famous 
philosopher, Jacques Maritain. Her in- 
teresting memoirs are important for 
high school students because of the sig- 
nificant people whom she introduces— 
friends of hers and of her husband in 
France who had a part in shaping their 
development toward Catholicism. An in- 
sight is given into the lives of such im- 
portant personages as Bergson, Peguy, 
Pisichari, and Leon Bloy. 


Negro Gives Inspiration 


One of the most timely of books is 
Elisabeth Laura Adams’ Dark Sym- 
phony*". Miss Adams writes of a world 
almost unknown—the spiritual world 
of the Negro. In this day when high 
school students are becoming keenly 
conscious of the racial problem and the 
necessity of doing something about its 
solution this book is very important. 
The book tells the story of the conver- 
sion of the author who has suffered 
much, but without bitterness. It has a 
special message for the Catholic high 
school student who may not have un- 
derstood the relations of the white and 
colored in the one Church. It is the 
story of the progress of the soul toward 
God and gives an insight into one of the 
least known phases of Catholic life. We 
thank God for the encouragement of 
Father Georges, the Dominican, who is 
the postulator of the cause of Martin de 
Porres and who has done much to en- 
courage Elisabeth Laura Adams in the 
writing of the book. . 

The Voice of Trappist Silence by 
Fred Holmes*® gives us a picture of a 
life of silence and primitive austerity 
led by the Trappist monks. It empha- 
14 Longmans, $2.00 
15 Field Afar, $2.00 
16 Longmans, $2.50 


17 Sheed & Ward, $2.50 
18 Longmans, $2.50 


sizes ideals which are most important 
today. The book is unusually attractive 
and modern in its format. 


Lighter Selections 


By way of something lighter in read- 
ing, and this is important in tense times, 
nothing could be more desirable than 
Doran Hurley’s books. Anyone who has 
missed the delightful humor of Herself, 
Mrs. Patrick Crowley” ; Says She, Says 
Mrs. Crowley®®; or The Old Parish™ 
has a delightful treat in store for them- 
selves. 

Today when high school students, as 
well as adults, are discussing Franz 
Werfel’s The Song of Bernadette”? and 
counting the months until it will be 
made into a movie it might be well to 
recall another life of Bernadette. Berna- 
dette of Lourdes by Margaret Gray 
Blanton*® has a simplicity in keeping 
with the simplicity of the saint. It is 
fervently to be hoped that when Holly- 
wood puts this beautiful story into a 
film they will find some way of portray- 
ing that beauty of the Virgin Mary 
which was so great that it could not be 
described by the little girl who holds its 
picture in her heart. 

And finally in this month of Our 
Lady there is a lovely book of poems 
about the woman who might well have 
served as the first model of the “Statute 
of Liberty.” It was she who secured for 
us that freedom which is most impor- 
tant — freedom from sin. Woman 
Wrapped in Silence by William Lynch** 
gives an unforgettable picture of the 
Virgin. It is such a book as this which 
would make an enchanting gift book, 
for it is one which in every reading new 
beauties can be discovered. 





19 Longmans, $2.00 
20 Longmans, $2.00 
21 Longmans, $2.00 
22 Viking, $3.00 

23 Longmans, $2.50 
24 Macmillan, $2.00 
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From a Pittsburgh Academy 

“Congratulations on the September 
issue of Books ON TRIAL! I was de- 
lighted to see a high school column in 
the chart. You may be sure that all per- 
sons responsible for choosing books for 
young people are grateful for your con- 
sideration of their needs.” 


* * * 


As was said by Bryce, “Life to too 
short for reading inferior books.” 


MARY L. DUNN, A.B. 


In announcing the appointment of 
Mary L. Dunn of Norwood, Mass. to 
membership on our Advisory Board we 
direct attention to her short comment 
on “Honest” books in this issue, from 
which will be seen her agreement with 
the principles we outlined in our first 
number. 

We are pleased to find such confirma- 
tion coming from a critic and lecturer 
of Mrs. Dunn’s attainments and high 
standing. She has done graduate work 
at Maine University, Royal Victoria 
College, Middlebury and Yale; has been 
a teacher and dramatic director and 
now lectures on Moral Values in Liter- 
ature, Criteria, Charlatans and Sages, 
Modern Criticism, etc. 


* * * 


A Catholic Daily? 


Because of the fact that Booxs on 
TRIAL aroused national interest,—spon- 
taneously, by the way, rather than 
through any organized plan,—we con- 
tinue to receive many requests to en- 
large our sphere of activity, and this in 
spite of the fact that in all lines small 
businesses are falling by the wayside. 

Even before the present restrictions 
due to the necessities of war hundreds 
of newspapers had been forced to sus- 
pend. Nevertheless, the demand for a 
Catholic daily seems to continue and 
some of our correspondents seem to 
think that we could and should foster 
such movement. 

In our last issue we published part 
of a typical letter touching on this sub- 
ject. To save individual correspondence, 
may we say here that we see no hope 
whatever at this time of a successful 
daily newspaper. Nor do we consider it 
advisable. The effort would have greater 
value if expended in other ways,—in 
fostering what we already have, and 
particularly in promoting more of an 
ambition on the part of great numbers 
of our people to acquire the habit of 
real reading,—for information and en- 
lightenment,—the kind of reading that 
will help them to increase their mental 
stature,—as contrasted with the con- 
fusing, misleading, frothy superficialities 
which characterize most of the flashy 
and pointless daily and weekly output 
of those journals which are made to 
look so attractive but which are really 
of less than no value at all. 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS + COMMENTS x* CATALOG 


Across A WorLD 

John J. Considine, M.M. With the collaboration of 

Thomas Kernan Longmans, $2.50 
America: “From all these experiences Father 
Considine has written this travel book, taking 
us to every country of Asia from Palestine to 
Japan, through some parts of Oceania and 
many countries of Africa. 

“Though not all of Across a World is of the 
same standard, the book as a whole makes 
good reading, and the explanations of mission- 
ary work are of such an informative value that 
you do not mind skipping some duller pages. 
The book is illustrated by very useful maps, 
mediocre photos and excellent statistics. The 
index is done with the utmost care.” 


ACTION IN THE East 

O. D. Gallagher Doubleday, Doran, $2.50 
America: The author “.. . is a South African 
who has been covering war news since... 
Ethiopia. He has learned his job well, and a 
part of it, apparently, is to be on the spot 
when things happen. . . . For a vivid, authen- 
tically and graphically told tale of lethargy 
and heroism, of blunders and successes, of red 
tape and simple, direct action, you can’t do 
much better than read this book.” 


New York Times: “Three torpedoes hit the 
great ship Prince of Wales while the South 
African reporter . . . stood watching from the 
deck of the Repulse; and as the Prince turned 
over to sink the Repulse was hit in turn... .” 


Commonweal: “This honest, exciting account 
of the events preceding and following the fall 
of Malaya is one of the best pieces of war re- 
porting to be produced in the present conflict 
... informed and discreet. 

“An eye-witness description of the sinking 
of H.M.S. Repulse and H.M.S. Prince of Wales 
is the high point of the book.” 


AMERICAN HARVEST 
Edited by Allen Tate and John Peale Bishop 
Fischer, $3.50 
William A. Donaghy in America: “...a 
remarkable literary record of those brawling 
and lusty years which produced Volstead, 
Clara Bow and a second world war. 

“There is no doubt about it—the United 
States now has a national literature, as cos- 
mopolitan as the American genius which cre- 
ated it. Genuinely American is the strident 
virility of Ernest Hemingway, who gets his 
triceps right down into his keyboard; no less 
indigenous, however, is the urbane aloofness 
of Van Wyck Brooks, the chaste artistry of 
Willa Cather, the muscular realism of John 
Steinbeck. One would naturally expect the 
literary overflow of a melting pot to be a 
gallimaufry of many ingredients, strong savor, 
pungent bouquet. 

“These writings leave one with an unpleas- 
ant impression of spiritual shallowness and 
materialistic coarseness. 

“To a patriot that would be lamentable at 
any time. But it is especially deplorable in this 
book because, like almost everything else these 
days, the book has a propaganda purpose. 
It was published simultaneously here, in Bra- 
zil and in Chile, in Portuguese and Spanish; 





(Including Titles Not Shown on Chart) 


it has the blessing of the Office of Inter- 
American Affairs. It may be a bridge to Pan- 
American unity; but it could, conceivably, be 
a barrier.” 


THE AMERICAN IDEA 

Eugene E. Adams and others 
Paul Kiniery in Thought: “. . . symposium 
dealing with America . . . nine contributions 
by faculty members of Colgate University .. . 
the essays are pointed and factual. 

“Much is said about secularized education 
and its advantages but little effort is made to 
prove that such education is necessarily better 
than that provided by a denominational 
school . . . all essays well worth studying.” 


Harper, $2.50 


AMERICA IN THE NEw PACIFIC 

George E. Taylor Macmillan, $1.75 
Extension: “If the depth or breadth of the 
present war. in the Pacific has confused you, 
a few hours with this book will give you a 
clear picture and an amazing understanding of 
the beginnings, the present situation, the new 
developments and the future trend of the 
Pacific and the Far Eastern world. We cannot 
recall a more enlightening and convincing 
exposition of American foreign policy in the 
East than this excellent work.” 


ARGENTINA 

John W. White Viking, $3.75 
New York Times: “An American newspaper 
correspondent of long standing in the South 
American field . . . has produced here the best- 
informed book in its field.” 

Lulu Vargas Vila in Commonweal: “The 
familiar and now old-fashioned anti-Spanish 
bias is prevalent throughout the book, which 
is generously sprinkled with stock phrases 
such as, ‘Cruelty marked the entire conquest 
of South America,’ and ‘The shortcomings in 
government, which are part of the country’s 
Spanish heritage, probably will be remedied 
with time and education.’ 

“Mr. White makes categorical statements 
about Argentina and Latin America which are 
both biased and indicative of poor criteria, 
since they do not square with the facts. 

“Argentina, however, can be very valuable 
for the student as a reference book. . . . 

“It seems too bad that so many valuable 
facts should not be more objectively and 
attractively presented.” 


Peter M. Dunne in America: “The author did 
not intend these chapters to be a formal his- 
tory of a nation, and yet they are replete with 
excellent history. 

“In ‘Why Americans Are Disliked’ we have 
a chapter that all of us should read and pon- 
der and apply. ... . The last, the twenty-ninth 
chapter, ‘Why Argentina is Pro-Fascist,’ gives 
the present picture up to July, 1942 in com- 
prehensive and illuminating fashion. 

“ |. . one of the finest books on the great 
Republic of the continent of the south.” 








“Reading is a form of living.” 
—Francis MEEHAN in Living Upstairs. 


Tue Army ENGINEERS IN REVIEW 
Capt. Burr Leyson Dutton, $2.50 


To be published in November. 


This author’s books on aviation are 
said to be the best of their kind. This 
book covers all the jobs the Army En- 
gineers must do—and the branches 
allied with the Engineers —Q.M.C., 
Coastal Defense, etc. 


ASHES IN THE WILDERNESS 
William G. Schofield Macrae-Smith, $2.50 


Novel of Indian Wars in New England, 1676. 
America: “Excellent, in fine, is the verdict 
for this stirring piece of work.” 


Tue Best AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 
Martha Foley Houghton, Mifflin, $2.75 


Bitty MITCHELL 
Emile Gauvreau and Lester Coehn 
Dutton, $2.50 


Mary L Dunn in America: “This book 
is well authenticated and gives a vivid 
picture of Mitchell’s struggles; its great 
defect is intemperance. The authors pic- 
ture Mitchell as the one chevalier sens 
peur et sans reproche and all who op- 
posed him as selfish, venomous, almost 
traitorous fools; they forget that men 
can make grave errors of judgment and 
yet be men of honor and integrity.” 


Commonweal: “This is the stoiy of the origi- 
nator of the American Air Force, the man 
whose tactics did much to assure success of 
the Allied offensive in 1918. . . . Many men 
in high places today, some of whom court- 
martialed Mitchell, must wish they had lis- 
tened while there was yet time. 

“There are many things here Americans 
should know for their own future good.” 


BIoGRAPHY OF THE Gops 

A. Eustace Haydon Macmillan, $2.50 
(The author is Professor of History of Relig- 
ions at the University of Chicago.) 

Eugene Bagger in America: “According to 
Dr. Haydon, the gods, including God, were 
invented by man because he needs them. Such 
gods ‘live’ while they are useful and therefore 
believed in; they ‘die’ when their utility ceases. 

“ _ . according to the world-view for which 
Professor Haydon speaks, one man’s opinion is 
as good as the next, and all opinions are 
debatable. But in submitting the proposition 
‘All gods are man-made,’ Dr. Haydon does 
not say, ‘This is my opinion, let us debate it.’ 
He proclaims it as a proved, unquestionable, 
eternal truth, .. . 

“The farce turns into something worse than 
farce when we consider that this type of docta 
ignorantia passes for, and is passed on as, 
science in these United States.” 
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THE Bopy IN THE BARRAGE BALLOON 


Colin Curzon Macmillan, $2.00 


Extension: “A merry-mad spy and mur- 
der story the like of which you never 
read before — unfortunately. The dia- 
logue is fast, furious and always scin- 
tillating. 


THE Book oF CATHOLIC AUTHORS 
Edited by Walter Romig Romig, $2.20 


Informal semi-autobiographical sketches 
of 58 less well-known authors. 
Interesting . . . useful for reference 
. Should be in every library . . . we 
should all feel it a duty to know of 
these writers, 29 of whom are members 
-of “The Gallery.” 


An Aid in Reading 
The New Testament 


A Book or SIMPLE WorDs 

A Sister of Notre Dame (de Namur) 

Kenedy, $2.00 
This book by Sister Julie, published Oc- 
tober 15th, will be helpful to all those 
who, because of the prominence given to 
the new translation, have turned their 
minds in the direction of the New Tes- 
tament. 

She tells us how the New Testament 
should be read and gives us samples of 
what she means. 

Although the words are simple, as the 
title implies, they are filled with many 
thoughts that are new. Penetrating be- 
neath the surface Sister Julie brings to 
our attention many incidents and events 
which are likely to be overlooked by the 
average reader. 


A CATHOLIC PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 
John E. Redden, Ph.D. and 
Francis A. Ryan, Ph.D. 

David R. Dunigan of Boston College in 
Thought: “ .. . distinguished by schol- 
arship, clarity of arrangement and ex- 
pression, modernity, completeness and 
useability in the classroom . . . aimed to 
present ‘a Catholic philosophy of edu- 
cation flowing from a Catholic philoso- 
phy of life’ and it contrasts this with 
views drawn from popular systems of 
educational thought founded on mate- 
rialism. . . . The authors have endeav- 
ored to keep in mind the needs and 
capacities of college students. 

“Tt may seem to some that at times 
the attack on those of opposite opinions 
is prosecuted with too much vigor. Es- 
pecially at the beginning of discussion 


Bruce, $3.50 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


there are occasional words or phrases 
which might be understood to mean 
that the verdict was rendered before the 
trial had opened.” 


THE CATHOLIC REVIVAL IN ENGLAND 

John J. O’Connor Macmillan, $1.00 
Robert Wilberforce says in Thought: 
“The book is a real contribution to en- 
cyclopedic literature and, with the other 
volumes in the series, will be an inval- 
uable guide to aspects of Catholic his- 
tory and apologetics.” 


CATECHETICAL SERMON-AIDS 
Most Rev. Joseph H. Schlarman, D.D. 
Herder, $5.00 
Francis N. Wendell, O.P. in The Torch: 
* . not a serman book or a book of 
sermons . . . simply a very clever com- 
pilation of many good ideas culled from 
many better sources and tied together 
by the Bishop in clear, forceful lan- 
guage. 

“There is an uncommon amount of 
common sense in Bishop Schlarman’s 
Catechetical Sermon-Aids. 

“|, . a ‘must’ for priests who are in- 
terested in improving their sermon ma- 
terial.” 


CENsoRSHIP—1917 

James R. Mock Princeton U. Press, $2.50 
America: “As a study of censorship in America 
up to the present war it is a competent analy- 
sis.” 


‘Cuats WitH Jesus, Vol. II 


Com.H. Russell, Ph.D. Kenedy, $1.00 
All of our modern problems are put to 
Him and He outlines their solution. 


CHRISTIAN CRISIS 

Michael de la Bedoyere Macmillan, $1.75 
The Lamp: “The cataclysmic events of the 
past two years have been beneficial in one re- 
spect at least. All men— .. . —have been 
awakened to a knowledge of a fatal gap in 
human thinking, which planned optimistically, 
but omitted to consider one very vital prin- 
ciple—that there is an objective source from 
which truth and justice stream. 

“Michael de la Bedoyere is no theologian. 
. . . But he is a well-informed layman, a bril- 
liant scholar, a keen thinker and a thorough 
analyzer of contemporary events. He is well 
equipped to treat the present scene philoso- 
phically. Christianity is facing a crisis—of that 
he has no doubt.” 








From the Paulist Library, 
San Francisco 
“Your contribution towards greater 
interest in Catholic reading is admi- 
rable.” 








October-November, 1942 








New Staff Member 
From Villanova 

We are pleased to announce the ap- 
pointment of Rev. Daniel P. Falvey, 
O.S.A. as a member of our Editorial 
Staff. 

Father Falvey is Librarian of Villa- 
nova College, Villanova, Pa. His review 
of Bishop Kelley’s “Metaphorical fan- 
tasy,” Pack Rat, appears in this issue, 








CHRISTIAN Europe Topay 
Adolph Keller Harper, $3.00 


(The author is an internationally known lead- 
er in the Ecumenical Movement.) 

America: “Although Dr. Keller has not pro- 
duced a scholarly book, his sincerely charitable 
pages will provoke thought for all who pray 
Ut omnes unum sint (that all may be one), 


THE CoMING BATTLE oF GERMANY 
William B. Ziff Duell, Sloan and Pearce, $2.50 


The Sign: “. . . the main argument of the 
book is to increase the strength of our air 
power, and to make it the second front 
launched from England... .” 


CONCERNING THE FourtH ESTATE 

John E. Drewry Georgia, $2.00 
The Commonweal: “Most thoughtful 
journalists have long been grieved by 
the many popular misconceptions of the 
press and of the men and women who 
produce newspapers. 

“Mr. Drewry, who is dean of the 
Henry W. Grady School of Journalism 
at the University of Georgia and former 
president of the American Association 
of Teachers of Journalism, deals with 
some of these misconceptions in his 
book, . . . The person who reads this 
book will henceforth read his newspaper 
more intelligently.” 


Cross CREEK COOKERY 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
Scribners, Probably $2.00 
In Cross Creek the author gave some 
Florida recipes which aroused so much 
interest that she has now written 4 
whole book on the subject of new and 
unusual dishes—all of which she has 
tried out and served. To be published 
in November. 


THE Cup AND THE SworD 
Alice Tisdale.Hobart 


Reviewed in this issue. 


Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75 


DacEy HAMILTON 

Dorothy Van Doren Harper, $2.50 
America: “. . . a refreshing story of 
familiar people in a life-like setting.” 
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Tue Days or OFELIA 


Gertrude Diamant Houghton Mifflin, $2.75 


America: “ . . . defies any easy pigeon-holing, 
for it is a melange of scientific data, travel 
lore, obiter dicta on men, things, birds, beasts, 
sky, land, on all that is Mexico City. . . . She 
has the feel of a poet for the poetry of the 
persons, places and things... . ” 

James A. Magner in The Commonweal: “A 
charmingly written and illustrated book is this 
glimpse into the lives of the little people of 
Mexico. ... 

“The picture is real; and the value of the 
book arises spontaneously, not only from the 
author’s keen sense of humor and and human 
perception, but also from the fact that, with 
the exception of one or two minor lapses, she 
takes things for what they are, without in- 
jecting the all too familiar anti-Catholic note 
and superior professionalism that characterizes 
the first contact of many ‘enlightened’ observ- 
ers upon the scene.” 

(See Review) 


“ 


DEMOCRATIC IDEALS AND REALITY 
Halford J. Mackinder Holt, $2.50 


America: “No book dealing with post- 
war reconstruction has come to us on 
a greater wave of superlatives than this 
one . . . The publishers have done a 
real service in bringing this book to 
the attention of the same readers who 
neglected it twenty years ago. Hitler 
has given it a new and terrible perti- 
nence.”’ 


THE D1ALoc MAss 
Gerald Ellard, S.J. 


Mary Fabyan Windeatt in The Torch: 
“This is one of the most important 
books on the liturgy yet to appear by 
an American writer. It is a thorough 
piece of work, one which every priest 


and teacher of religion should possess.” 
i 


Longmans, Green, $2.75 


Diary OF A WASHINGTON 
CORRESPONDENT 

David Lawrence Kinsey, $2.75 
Chicago Daily News: “As a record of 
events and trends the book is not only 
valuable but very readable. . . . It will 
be ranked among the case histories of 
the war. . . . David Lawrence .. . cor- 
respondent . . . columnist . . . specialist 
... editor . . . wise observer since 1910.” 


Doctors oF THE MIND; 


THe Story oF PsyCHIATRY 


Marie Beynon Ray Little, $3.00 


America: “. . . an extremely interesting and 
lively account. At times an almost naive 
credulity seizes Mrs. Ray. .-. . The book 
should be read in its entirety or not at all... 
the author deserves great credit for this story 
of the triumphs of a science that promises to 
make our world less a vale of tears.” 


Story of Bad Boy 
Makes Good Reading 


THE Goop Bap Boy 
Gerald T. Brennan Bruce, $1.50 


Reviewed by Sr. M. Salome, now of 
Providence Hospital School of Nursing, 
Sandusky, Ohio, whose appointment to 
our Editorial Staff was announced last 
month, 

There are many Pompey Briggses in 
the good U. S. A., but it took Father 
Brennan to put one in a book. The Good 
Bad Boy is the diary of an ordinary 
eighth grade Catholic boy. And the 
diary that it is! A copy of it should be 
in every Catholic school and in every 
home where there are growing and 
grown-up boys. What about the girls? 
(See the book.) Pastors, teachers, and 
the entire family menage need these 128 
pages of boy psychology. 

Pompey Briggs begins the eighth 
grade of Holy Cross School, and thinks 
he to himself, “Great men always kept 
diaries. Perhaps that’s what makes them 
great. If I keep a diary, I, too, may be- 
come great. Who knows?” He begins 
school September 6th, with hearing 
Mass—as it should be. That evening he 
makes the first entry in his diary and 
keeps it up till graduation day—think 
of it — all year long! Wearing long 
pants, “getting a dog, being President 
of the Beaver Chiefs, having two best 
girls, not studying arithmetic, getting 


caught smoking, and dozens of other 
entertaining events” all go into the 
diary which is strictly private (except 
when sister Clara gets hold of it). 


Wholesome, Exhilarating, Funny 


Will the book be popular? Put a 
copy of it into the hands of a normal 
8th grader and ask him. Every entry 
means several laughs; some entries, 
shouts of hilarity. It is funny; it is 
wholesome; it is exhilarating; it is 
Henry Aldrich, Tom Sawyer, Huckle- 
berry Finn, Penrod, Tom Playfair and 
Mickey Rooney with their tricks and 
escapades all rolled into one. More—it 
is a word-picture of the way a regular 
boy of thirteen looks at life, forms great 
ambitions and reacts to little letdowns. 
Including as it does practically every- 
thing that makes up the hectic days of 
boyhood, it shows Pompey to be so 
human in every way. 

Where did Father Brennan get all his 
ideas? True, he understands mischie- 
vous boys and sympathizes with them. 
But it took more than these two stimuli 
to produce The Good Bad Boy. It took 
a champion storyteller like Father Bren- 
nan to produce it. Say the children, “He 
is tops as a story-maker-upper. Gee! 
He’s scrumptious!!” More of such 
stories, Father Brennan, more of such 
stories. 








AN EXAMPLE OF SOUND LITERATURE 


THE Pack Rat 

Bishop Francis Clement Kelley Bruce, $1.75 
Reviewed by D. P. Falvey, O.S.A., Li- 
brarian of Villanova College, Villanova, 
Pa. 

We are pleased to announce that 
Father Falvey is a member of The Edi- 
torial Staff of Booxs oN TRIAL. 

This book has just been pub- 
lished. We have a limited number 
of autographed copies. 

The sub-title of this book “A Meta- 
phoric Phantasy” is more indicative of 
its contents than is the title Pack Rat 
about which the phantasy is concerned. 
The story pertains to a Pack Rat, and 
an atheistic scientist who sought a hide- 
out in a haunted house of the Colorado 
mountains far removed from civilization. 


While rummaging through the house, 
Peter, as the scientist is called, found 
books packed away in a box that was 
hidden under the roof. Among these 
books were some works written by St. 
Francis de Sales. Although Peter did 
not believe in religion, or in works writ- 
ten by Saints, nevertheless, for the want 
of something else to do, he began to 
read the writings of our Saint. The 
remainder of the story demonstrates the 
effect of sound literature on the heart 
and mind of Peter. 


One night while Peter was reading in 
a comfortable chair before the fire 
place, the befriended Pack Rat made 
his appearance. The Rat was tired of 
his monotonous life, being a perpetual 
target for shoes and curses, so he asked 
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the Ghost who frequented the haunted 
house to do something for him. After 
some deliberation, the Ghost carried the 
Rat to the infernal regions and pre- 
sented him to Old Harry or the Devil 
who was the Boss. Old Harry allowed 
the Rat to become a human and to 
travel the modern war torn world delv- 
ing into diplomacy or professional poli- 
tics, which is strictly on the business 
side of patriotism. The wanderings of 
_ the Rat brought him to the battle fields 
of Europe, the Dictators and to our own 
country. The Rat has ten episodes and 
after each one of them Peter draws a 
practical conclusion from the knowledge 
he has gained by reading the works of 
St. Francis. 

Although this is in substance a ghost 
story, nevertheless, the conclusions of 
the scientist are worth considering as 
remedies for the ills of the modern 
world. The pleasing style is character- 
istic of Bishop Kelley’s works, and in- 
terest is sustained throughout the 146 
pages until the reader comes to the 
“casus belli” in the last sentence. All of 
High School age and over will enjoy 
reading this book by the Bishop of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and they will derive 
a practical benefit from it. It is good as 
a ghost story. The application of Chris- 
tian doctrine to the present war and 
other evils is superb. 

* * * 


The Lieutenant’s Lady 


Bess Streeter Aldrich 
Appleton-Century, $2.00 


The Lieutenant’s Lady by Bess 
Streeter Aldrich is her latest novel of 
pioneer days. This time the action cen- 
ters around Army posts in the Dakota 
Territory shortly after the Civil War. 

Mrs. Aldrich tells, in her usual easy 
but forceful style, the story of young 
Lt. Stafford on duty at Fort Berthold, 
awaiting the arrival of his bride-to-be, 
Cynthia Colsworth from Omaha. When 
Cynthia suddenly elopes with George 
Hemming her cousin, Linnie Colsworth, 
dares the hazardous journey by river 
and stage to Ft. Berthold to deliver the 
unpleasant news in person. She marries 
Norman Stafford, follows him from post 
to post, and eventually wins his whole- 
hearted love. 

Those who have read A Lantern in 
Her Hand or any of Mrs. Aldrich’s 
several other novels will thoroughly 
enjoy The Lieutenant’s Lady. 

—CATHERINE CONNOLLY 





“HONEST” BOOKS 


By Mary L. Dunn, a new Staff Member. 
See announcement in this issue. 

Mr. Alfred Kazin in a review of Mark 
van Doren’s The Private Reader wrote 
that “.. . criticism today has failed to 
be even a human communication.” This 
is a serious indictment, but it is certain- 
ly true in respect to use—or rather 
misuse—of certain words by many re- 
viewers of the secular press. “Frank,” 
“vigorous,” and “honest” are freely 
used as synonyms for profane, bawdy, 
and sexually promiscuous. The diction- 
aries give “frank” and “open” as syno- 
nyms for “honest,” but they also give 
“upright,” ' “just” and “trustworthy.” 
Do these last three apply to the best- 
sellers of the last year or two that were 
hailed as “honest’’? 


The leading character in Kind Are 
Her Answers never refused any man 
who asked favors, and a reviewer said 
of her: “She was lovely, she was gen- 
erous, she was honest.”’ Honest to what? 
or to whom? Certainly not to any man 
who loved her or to any moral code. 
Marriage Is a Private Affair was called 
“an honest portrayal of marriage prob- 
lems and a frank solution of them”; 
the first problem was boredom, solved 
by carrying on an affair with a man 
more sophisticated than the poor dull 
husband who worked so hard making a 


good living for his wife and children 
that he did not find it possible to spend 
his afternoons making love; the second 
problem was ill health, very neatly 
solved by an abortion. Emy Lyon in 
Bride of Glory was “a vigorous, honest 
heroine”; she admitted frankly that 
she’d rather sell her body for luxury 
than go to work and be uncomfortable, 
and she vigorously pushed herself ahead 
socially until she became the mistress of 
Lord Hamilton, and later even of Lord 
Nelson. King’s Row was “a great labor 
honestly taken’”—a portrayal of per- 
version, sadism, incest. A reviewer of 
Instruct My Sorrows wrote: “My 
mother would have called this a nasty 
book, but I call it honest.” 

Some critics believe that the only 
principle of criticism is to consider 
what the author set out to do, what he 
did, and how he did it, and that there- 
fore no book should be condemned 
because the reviewer considers the book 
immoral. That point-of-view is under- 
standable, although Catholics cannot 
agree with it; we must go farther and 
ask “Was what he did worth doing?” 
and we cannot concede to any critic the 
right to use the word honest, which 
means “upright,” “trustworthy” to de- 
scribe people who hold nothing sacred 
but their own desires and emotions of 
the moment. 








AUTHORS AND 


WRITERS IN CRISIS 


Maxwell Geismar Houghton, Mifflin, $3.00 


Reviewed by John O’Connor, Jersey 
City, N. J., in his Literary Cavalcade 


This book is an attempt to describe 
the influence of changing society upon 
six of the more prominent American 
novelists of the past twenty years. Mr. 
Geismar, now on the faculty of Sarah 
Lawrence College, has concentrated 
more upon the effect of environment 
upon the writer than of the writer upon 
the environment. 


The writers he analyzes are hardly 
the most acceptable in many senses, but 
it is difficult to deny that Wolfe, Hem- 
ingway, Dos Passos, Faulkner, Lardner 
and Steinbeck have not been of some 
import on the American literary scene. 
Lardner saw through the tinsel of the 
’20’s; Hemingway, seemingly - preoccu- 


ENVIRONMENT 


pied with death, revolution, and sex 
still has tremendous energy and power; 
Wolfe, torrent of words that he could 
pour out, died seeking something un- 


_ known; Faulkner has never left the 


seamy side of the decadent South, and 
apparently has no hope whatever that 
that type of society will ever change; 
Dos Passos is apparently undergoing a 
change. Of all the writers, perhaps the 
most hope can be placed on Steinbeck. 
Through the group of six, from Lardner 
to Steinbeck, there is a definite trend, 
possibly toward reality, toward the 
land. 

The book is recommended with a 
caution. If you would have a fair study 
of these six American writers you will 
probably find it interesting. Mr. Geis- 
mar makes the mistake of going into 
philosophy on several occasions. He 
should remain in the field of literature. — 
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Christianity or Chaos 


Quoted from an address by The Most 

Rev. Samual A. Stritch, D.D., at the 
Inter-American Seminar on _ Social 
Studies held at Chicago in August. 
. “Life is not extinguished in grave 
sickness but surely life is impotent for 
vigorous action. Permitting un-Christian 
things to get into the alloy of our 
Christian culture, our social institutions 
have become the sorry mixture of basic 
Christian concepts and godless liberal- 
isms. 

“But the fact remains that the things 
we boast of in our culture are Christian 
things, and the things which have 
brought on our grave social maladies 
are un-Christian things. 

“With all our aberrations we are still 
the defenders of Western Christian cul- 
ture, and it falls to us at this crisis to 
extract from it among us deleterious 
foreign elements and restore its nobility 
and vigor. We are the protagonists of 
the social concepts which made Chris- 
tian Europe, our West. 

“When we talk of our Western cul- 
ture, we must remember that it was 
Christian truth which gave it substance. 
As centuries rolled over Europe, its na- 
tions were welded together by that doc- 
trine, and it was the Christian spirit 
which formed them. 

“When Christ reigned in the social 
institutes of men, the vision of justice 
prevailed. The tragedy of the modern 
world is that it has tried to live its so- 
cial life without Christ. Either with the 
secularist it has abstracted from Chris- 
tian truth in practice, at least in_ its 
social relations, and relegated it with 
mild tolerance to the chambers of pri- 
vate life, or it has sought positively to 
uproot Christian truth from both pri- 
vate and social life. 

“Both experiments are fatal, and we 
must not be deluded by the fine rhetoric 
of the protagonists of secularism. Christ 
must have a place in all human rela- 
tions, political, economic, social and do- 
mestic. Unless Christ reigns in human 
society, then it is futile to talk about 
human rights and justice.” 

* * * 


From Malden, Massachusetts 
“We think Booxs on TriAt the best 
and most satisfactory answer to the 
overcrowded - with -activities-teacher of 
English we have yet seen.” 


‘Ignorant Age Has Many Books’”’ 


By Mrs. JoHN C. FITZGERALD 
Chairman, Glenola Book Circle, Chicago 
(and a contributor to Booxs on TRIAL) 

In St. Ignatius Church Bulletin 


“One of the peculiarities which dis- 
tinguish the present age is the multi- 
plication of Books. Every day brings 
new advertisements of literary under- 
takings, and we are flattered with re- 
peated promises of growing wise on 
easier terms than our progenitors. Few 
of those who fill the world with books 
have any pretensions to the hope either 
of pleasing or instructing. The collec- 
tions poured lately from the press have 
been seldom made at any great expense 
of time or inquiry, and therefore only 
serve to distract choice without supply- 
ing any real want. It is observed that 
‘a corrupt society has many laws’; I 
know not whether it is not equally true 
that an ignorant age has many books. 

“To exact of every man who writes 
that he should say something new, 
would be to reduce authors to a small 
number; to oblige the most fertile ge- 
nius to say only what is new, would be 
to contract his volumes to a few pages. 
Yet surely there ought to be some 
bounds to repetition; libraries ought no 
more to be heaped forever with the 
same thoughts differently expressed, 
than with the same books differently 
decorated. 

“But however the writers of the day 
may despair of future fame, they ought 
at least to forbear any present mis- 
chief. Though they cannot arrive at 
eminent heights of excellence, they 
might keep themselves harmless. They 
might take care to inform themselves, 
before they attempt to inform others, 
and exert the little influence which they 
have for honest purposes.” 

We hurry to explain that the above 
was written by one not eligible for 
membership in the Glenola Book Circle, 
for these are the words of Samuel John- 
son in 1759. They can be read with 
profit in this year of our Lord 1942. 
Dr. Johnson’s criticism might not be as 
gentle, perhaps, were he living in this 
generation, for his temper would be fed, 
not only by the lack of originality and 
the incitement of mischief by the au- 
thors of the day, but also by an added 
danger, the poisoning of an ever-in- 
creasing reading laity by the careless 
and often vicious writings of the critics 


of the day. The presses pour forth an 
endless stream and the publishers de- 
claim the unusual merits of these ‘world 
masterpieces,’ these ‘must’ books, these 
‘books that will never die.’ Some are 
harmless, some are dangerous, all ‘dis- 
tract choice.’ The apparent lack of any 
basic moral values in the criticisms of 
many of our widely read reviewers fur- 
ther confuses a distraught public. How 
can we best satisfy our own ‘real 
wants’? 

The appearance last spring of a new 
publication Books on Trial which at- 
tempts to assort the new books accord- 
ing to quality of merit rather than quan- 
tity of sales has lightened immeasurable 
the almost impossible task of weeding 
this field of current literature. In this 
endeavor, the Thomas More Book Shop 
staff is assisted by a board of readers, 
reviewers, and librarians throughout the 
country. Chairmen of Book Circles are 
particularly indebted to them and thor- 
oughly pleased with their excellent mag- 


azine. 
é-: @uie& 


Rosary College Nun Wins 
Honorary Membership 


(From Hartford (Conn.) Transcript) 

River Forest, Ill. — (NC) — The 
Eugene Field Society, national associa- 
tion of authors and journalists, has con- 
ferred upon Sister Mary Ellen O’Han- 
lon, O.P., Chairman of the Department 
of Biology of Rosary College here, the 
distinction of honorary membership in 
recognition of “the literary skill and 
craftsmanship of her recently published 
book, Fundamentals of Plant Science.” 

The honorary members of the Society 
is a roster of distinguished names, in- 
cluding the poets, Robert Frost, Edgar 
Lee Masters, Alfred Noyes, and Walter 
de laMare, the novelists, Compton Mac- 
kenzie and Dorothy Canfield Fisher, 
and other great names like Joseph Aus- 
lander, Mark Van Doren, Eve Curie, 
and Cyril Scott. 

Fundamentals of Plant Science has 
been pronounced by the Society an out- 
standing contribution to contemporary 
literature. The book, published 1941,* 
has already been favorably noticed in 
scientific periodicals, and has been 
widely adopted for classes in botany 
throughout the country. 


* Crofts, $4.25 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS + COMMENTS x CATALOG 


Docs AGAINST DARKNESS: 
Tue STORY OF THE SEEING EYE 

Dickson Hartwell Dodd, Mead, $3.00 
Story of the organization which trains dogs to 
guide the blind. 

R. P. Grady in America: “It is an engaging 
story. . . . Handsomely illustrated with thirty- 
two excellent photographs, the book will re- 
ward the reader with inspiration much more 
enduring than the information it contains.” 


DotLaR CoTTON 

John Faulkner Harcourt, $2.50 
Commonweal: “John Faulkner, in this second 
and rather disappointing novel . . . is pro- 
Negro . . . has a strong moral sense but, like 
most religious writers in America, he applies it 
rather crudely in his work. . . . tells us, once 
more, that the South is sick or worse, but he 
doesn’t succeed in telling us why.” 


Chicago Sun: “... the author has to some 
extent been victimized by the common in- 
sistence of publishers that a writer, having 
finshed one good book, must come up with 
another—any other—immediately, in order to 
cash in on the favorable reception of the first.” 

New York Herald Tribune: Dollar Cotton 
is a fast-moving realistic novel of the cane- 
brake and cotton land of the Mississippi delta. 
. . . Dollar Cotton doesn’t pull its punches 
and does unveil some unpretty scenes, but it 
has little of the perversion and bizarre em- 
bellishment which mark many of brother 
William’s studies in Mississippi rural life. It 
reveals an economic awareness and a social 
point of view that bring it closer to the 
Caldwell nad Steinbeck approach.” 


THE Drums oF Morninc 
Philip Van Doren Stern 
The Commonweal: “ . . . a long historical 
novel . . . an authentic picture of the smoul- 
dering pre-Civil War period . . . worth the 
time and attention of any reader.” 
Catholic World: “This is a memorable piece 
of historical fiction, spanning the whole his- 
tory of the abolitionist movement. . . . Though 
the historical documentation is close, the 
author’s main concern is with the character 
of the young abolitionist, Jonathan Bradford. 
“In scholarship, vividness, breadth, and dra- 
matic interest, the book represents a high 
achievement.” 


Doubleday, $3.00 


THE EDGE OF THE ABYSS 

Alfred Noyes " Dutton, $2.00 

To be published November 10th. 

The thesis is that Germany, Russia and 
France —and practically all modern 
European states— are dominated by 
men who claim no allegiance to the 
moral standards built up for their pro- 
tection over thousands of years. 

He believes that the dangerous idea 
that the state is more important than 
the individual is coming to dominate 
our civilization. He blasts at those who 


(Including Titles Not Shown on Chart) 


jeer at “bourgeois virtue’’. 
A highly controversial, bomb-carry- 
ing book. 


ELIZABETH 

Hilaire Belloc Harper, $3.00 
John Gilland Brunini in Commonweal, Sept. 
4th: “... the book is intensely interesting for 
many reasons, not unimportantly because of 
the various angles at which Mr. Belloc has 
placed his camera in this portrait both of 
Elizabeth and her times. . . . His pertinent 
observations, broad comprehension of history, 
. . . brilliant analyses provide the reader with 
constant delight... . 

“So many fallacies have been frozen into 
English history . . . that it is certain many 
historians would like to challenge Mr. Belloc.” 
(Further comment in this issue.) 


EPITOME OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 
John Francis Bannon, S.J. Bruce, $2.00 


America: “Professional historians may 
smile at this book and ridicule the at- 
tempt to compress into three hundred 
pages the story of Western civilization 
during the Christian era. The distraught 
teacher of the traditional college survey 
course will react differently . .. an 
Epitome which lives up to its name... 
lucid and concise. 

“To this reviewer the method is sound 
and eminently practical.” 


EvERYMAN’S THEOLOGY 

Leo von Rudloff, O.S.B. Bruce, $2.00 
Joseph P. Ascherl in The Commonweal: 
“Here is a book that reaches deeply into the 
wealth of Catholic dogma. Written especially 
for the layman . . . It shows how logically 
related each part is and how perfectly each 
doctrine fits into one pattern. 

“Someone once said that the most con- 
vincing argument for Catholic doctrine is 
simply to manifest its essential beauty. Father 
Leo does this masterfully. His language is 
simple and easy to grasp.” 

(Reviewed in this issue.) 


Fast BY THE Roap 

John Moody Macmillan, $2.50 
Herbert Ellsworth Cory in Thought: “After 
reading Fast by the Road I am tempted to 
believe that I shall never be discouraged 
again. If I am—TI will reread it; if I am not— 
I will also reread it—again and again.” 
(Previously Reviewed.) 








From a Dean of a University 
Graduate School 
“T took the liberty yesterday to read 
the article appearing on page 23 of the 
September issue which I thought was 
very much worthwhile for the students 
in a history class which I am directing. 


500 YEARS OF ART AND ILLUSTRATION 

Howard Simon World Publishing Co., $2.98 
Chicago Sun: “... a volume that is 
beautiful, useful and within the finan- 
cial reach of nearly all of us. . .. in 
black and white . . . great masters of 
illustration. 

“. . . a book of this kind, at this 
price, must be considered a gift.” 


GEORGE SPELVIN, AMERICAN, AND FirE- 
SIDE CHATS 

Westbrook Pegler Scribner’s, $2.50 
America: “This book of his is a bundle 
of punchy and original essays . . . It’s 
all bright, decent and commendable as 
for as it goes, and would make a fine 
birthday present for any tired man. 

“The style of the book is like nothing 
you have ever read, except it be more 
of Mr. Pegler. Good or bad, it is exact- 
ly and entirely the author’s own. It 
seethes up into your eyes like the wet- 
air bubbles from a fizz. 

“There is no preaching in the book; 
but here is a rare humility and a lance 
in play that will be useful when all the 
guns are silent.” 


Get THEE BEHIND ME; 
My Lire As A PREACHER’s SON 

Hartzell Spence Whittlesey, $2.75 
Johanna Doniat in the Commonweal: “There 
is a fascination about a closed door that whets 
the imagination. A Methodist must wonder 
what goes on in a Catholic rectory; a Catholic 
knows little of life in a Methodist parsonage. 
Barbara Fleury opened the rectory door in 
Faith the Root; Hartzell Spence has opened 
the parsonage door and invited us in to his 
life with his father. 

“.. . anyone with a sense of humor will 
find it a very diverting and amusing book.” 


GLimpsEs oF Wortp History 
Jawaharlal Nehru Day, $4.00 


George N. Shuster in Commonweal: “It is 
seldom, perhaps, that I have read a mote 
disappointing book than is this huge volume. 
. . . The bulk of the book . . - is given over 
to astonishingly slavish rewriting of Mr. H. G. 
Wells . . . a long and breezy disquisition on 
modern European events, dotted with errors 
and facile generalizations.” 


Hanc My Heart 

Anne Brooks Morrow, $2.50 
Extension: “. . . the old melodrama of 
a pitiful, immoral, unprincipled female 
whose life is a sad song of frustration 
and, of course, ultimate unhappiness. If 
the author wants to commercialize on 
salaciousness, she’s a free agent, but she 
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must share the responsibility of writers 
of that category for the corruption of 
public morals.” 


HERE 1S ALASKA 

Evelyn Stefansson Scribner’s, $2.00 
By the wife of the noted explorer—a 
readable, authentic, factual book—well 
illustrated. 


THe Hippen Crvit War 

Wood Gray Viking, $3.75 
F. J. Gallagher in America: “This vol- 
ume is much more than the ‘Story of 
the Copperheads’ . . . a picture of the 
Civil War years which should do much 
to debunk the popular tradition of a 
united North enthusiastically rushing 
forth to preserve the Union and free 
the downtrodden slave. 

“The copious notes and bibliography 
add much to its value as a reference 
work; it is a volume which should find 
a place on the shelves of any good high 
school or college library.” 


Hope or Lire ETERNAL 

Sister Monica, Ph.D. Kenedy, $1.25 
Meditations—words of comfort for the 
desolate—joy for the sorrowful—inspi- 
ration for others. 

Sister Monica is author of And Then 
the Storm. 


How Many Woritp Wars? 

Maurice Leon Dodd-Mead, $2.00 
America: “A lawyer wrote this book. 
The guilty statesmen of the past are 
summoned to the bar of history. Against 
them the author reasons closely, bitter- 
ly, mercilessly . . . The central figure 
is President Wilson . . . The enemy is 
Pan-Germanism. 

“The book is sound . . . does not 
tell the whole story. It warns against 
past mistakes made by all concerned, 
bankers and statesmen, Jews and Gen- 
tiles.” . 


How War CAME 
Forrest Davis and Ernest K. Lindley 
Simon & Schuster, $2.50 
America: “These two expert, but private 
journalists, call their narrative ‘an American 
White Paper,’ which would seem to indicate 
that is their own point of view. 

“Generally speaking, the picture they paint 
of United States policy in the period immedi- 
ately before the ‘sands ran out’ at Pearl Har- 
bor, is—in sharp contradiction to numerous 
and well known attacks upon the same—one 
of a fair degree of foresight. 

“Some will find more animus than is neces- 
sary in their characterization of Petain; and a 
bit of extra geniality in the corresponding 
picture of Stalin.” 


New York Herald Tribune: “.. . publish- 
ing official secrets through the medium of 
unofficial disclosure to a brace of strictly un- 
official and private authors is not without its 
questionable aspects; but it undoubtedly pro- 
duces interesting reading. . . . As an absorbing 
contribution to the history of the war, their 
book deserves the highest praise.” 

(Reviewed by Dr. Kiniery.) 

New York Times: “.. . a first-rate journal- 
istic account .. . 

“.. , enthralling chapter in our history .. . 

“For it is clear, now, that President Roose- 
velt . . . foresaw the coming of the world 
conflict from the beginning and moved to 
arouse the nation. . . . But the nation re- 
mained torpid. .. . 

“The authors are persuaded that the policy 

. pursued toward Vichy is dictated by 
sound strategic considerations.” 
(Reviewed in this issue.) 


I Escarep From Hono Kono 

Jan Henrik Marsman Reynal and Hitchcock, $2.50 
A book of personal experiences during and 
after fall of Hong Kong to Japs. Satisfactory. 


IsLE oF ESCAPE 

Ishbell Ross Harper, $2.50 
New York Herald Tribune: “In Isle of Escape 
Miss Ishbel Ross writes an interestingly fac- 
tual novel of the refugees on Manhattan, 
1941.” 


I Was in HELL witH NIEMOELLER 
Leo Stein 

Commonweal: “ . . . a sincere tribute to hu- 

man fortitude, and it emphasizes the truth 

that Nazism must be destroyed by spiritual 

weapons, as well as by tanks and guns.” 


INGA OF PorCUPINE MINE 


C. R. Stone Holiday, $2.00 
(Reviewed in this issue.) 
In Praise or Nuns 

Ed. by James M. Hayes Dutton, $2.00 


I WRITE FROM WASHINGTON 
Marquis Childs Harper, $3.00 
Chicago Daily News: “Marquis Childs 
belongs to the select corps of Washing- 
ton correspondents—perhaps not more 
than a dozen in number—who are emi- 
nently qualified, by training and tem- 
perament, for this difficult job. 

“Childs intimately knows the men 
who make the wheels go around—and 
also those who throw the monkey 
wrenches into the machinery of govern- 
ment. 

“Martin Dies’ charlatanry is analyzed 
and exposed for the political oppor- 
tunism it is. 

“Tt is not the least of this book’s -vir- 
tues that no Illinoisan who reads it will 
conscientiously be able to vote for 
Brooks and Day next month.” 


Revell, $2.50 ° 


It Works Like THIS 

Capt. Burr Leyson Dutton, $2.50 
Explains, with excellent diagrams and 
photographs, nearly every modern elec- 
trical and mechanical device you can 
think of—airplanes, engines, fluorescent 
arcs, vacuum tubes, radio compasses 
and beams, television, furnaces, Diesel 
engines, cameras, air-conditioning, etc. 
Another Leyson success. 


Mr. Justice HoLMEs 
Francis Biddle Scribner’s, $2.00 


Portrait of the late justice of the U. S. 
Supreme Court by the Attorney Gen- 
eral,—who knew him intimately. 


THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS 
Christopher Dawson Sheed & Ward, $2.50 


Last TRAIN FROM BERLIN 

Howard K. Smith Knopf, $2.75 
Recommended wartime adventures interesting 
to adults. 
The Commonweal: “Hats off to Howard 
Smith. 


THE LATIN KEy TO BETTER ENGLISH 
Hart & LeJeune Dutton, $2.00 


Primarily for the reader who knows no 
Latin this book is also valuable to the 
Latin student. Helps you express your- 
self with originality and clarity both in 
writing and speaking. A previous book 
by these authors went through 12 print- 
ings. 


LEAKAGE FROM A CATHOLIC PARISH 

Gerald J. Schnepp Catholic University, $2.00 
The Commonweal: “So far as this reviewer 
knows, the highly interesting volume of Dot- 
tor Schnepp is the most thoroughgoing analy- 
sis of leakage in a typical city parish that has 
yet appeared in the United States. 

“ |. , the conclusions of every scientific 
statistical study of this subject thus far made 
corroborate one another in a surprising man- 
ner. .. . They verify what we all suspected 
beforehand, that there is a very definite lapse 
from the faith among born, bred, and educated 
Catholics, even though they received all their 
education in Catholic schools, and that con- 
sequently Catholic education still leaves some- 
thing to be desired in keeping our Catholic 
flocks firmly anchored to the faith.” 


Tue LIEUTENANT’s Lapy 
Bess Streeter Aldrich 


(Reviewed in this issue.) 


Appleton-Century, $2.00 


LIBERATORS AND HEROES OF 
Mexico AND SouTH AMERICA 

Marion Lansing Page, $3.00 
Extension: “These brief sketches of popular 
leaders include Hidalgo, Iturbide and Juarez 
of Mexico, Mora of Costa Rica, Vallee of 
Central America and Delgado of Salvador, 


among others. Whether we should regard all 
of them as heroes or merely popular leaders & 
a question for Catholic historians to answer.” 
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By a Refugee Editor 


RELIGION IN SOVIET RUSSIA 
N. S. Timasheff Sheed & Ward, $2.00 


The author of this review walked into 
The Thomas More in 1941, saying, “I 
am a refugee.” He has since become a 
Staff member of Draugas (Lithuanian 
daily newspaper) and leader of a Press 
Bureau in Chicago. 

As the former Editor-in-chief of the 
“Twentieth Century” in Lithuania, and 
Director of the Lithuanian Catholic 
Press Bureau, he is well equipped to 
pass judgment on the value of this 
book. 

“If man is made in the image of God he 
has rights which no Dictator is entitled to dis- 
regard, but if man is nothing more than first 
cousin to the chimpanzee, he has no redress 
if, like the chimpanzee, he is put behind bars” 
—in such eloquent words Arnold Lunn ex- 
presses a great truth. 

According to bolshevistic philosophy of life 
man is just an advanced animal and they 
really do put him behind the bars—even in- 
truding on his liberty to believe in God and 
to worship Him. 

I have found no better book in English, 
German, French, Russian or Polish about the 
situation of religion in the Fatherland of 
Comintern than Prof. N. S. Timasheff’s, Re- 
ligion in Soviet Russia. It is not overcrowded 
with unrelated mixed stories. The author gives 
a clear, systematic review of principles which 
were in different periods applied to the reli- 


gious policy of the Red regime in Russia. The 
book is richly enhanced by facts derived from 
Russian papers. 

I, myself, was under the bolshevics in oc- 
cupied Lithuania. Before that time I had read 
much of bolshevistic newspapers like “Pravda” 
and from my experience and observation I 
can confirm that what Prof. Timasheff is writ- 
ing is a sad truth. 

Several years ago, realizing that the menace 
of Red occupation of Lithuania was coming, 
we tried to console ourselves by thinking that 
the bolshevistic system was evolutionizing 
toward a more human modus viviendi. But 
after bolshevic forces occupied our country, 
after Lithuania was united with the Soviet 
States all Catholic and other religious, cultural 
and charitable organizations were closed, all 
Catholic schools disbanded, all Catholic papers 
and printing shops confiscated, hundreds of 
Catholic leaders arrested. Bolshevics in Lith- 
uania murdered 15 priests and exiled to Siberia 
10 priests together with about 30,000 Lith- 
uanians, mostly Catholics. 

Efforts to build the life of Russia according 
to principles of Marxism I see as one of the 
great experiments in the history of humanity. 
We have to be well acquainted with the re- 
sults, because those that are not anxious to 
know lessons of history and are not anxious to 
learn from mistakes of others usually repeat 
those errors themselves, and that is what we 
don’t want to happen in America. 

Religion in Soviet Russia, I think, is one of 
the best eye openers in regard to the great 
and painful experiment, at least of religious 
policy, of the Fatherland of Comintern. 
Chicago —Rev. J. PRuNSKIs 








MISTAKEN THEORY 


THe WHITE QUEEN 

Betty Baur 
This is a first novel by an American woman 
who has attended an English college and lived 
in England long enough to gain a real under- 
Standing of some of the people. 

The heroine is a beautiful American girl 
who marries a wealthy young Englishman to 
get away from her home. She leaves her hus- 
band in a few months to live with another 
man. The idea seems to be that she is devel- 
oping her character and “finding herself.” She 
easily forgets her husband and feels no regret 
for the damage she does to the sensibilities of 
his family. ; 

The story implies that there is justification 
for the girl’s actions because she is leaving a 
rich man to live with a communist and work 
for the good of humanity in a vague sort of 
job. The idea that only atheistic communists 
love the downtrodden is subtle and dangerous 
propaganda. One wonders what the saints were 
doing all through the centuries! 

The sub-plot is the love affair of a middle- 
aged professor and a lonely young girl. This 


Viking, $2.50 


romance did not bloom, but it is more con-_ 


Vincing than the main plot. 


Omaha —M.M.H. 


“The Family 
That Overtook Christ” 

Last year, one of those rare books 
appeared on the market which, without 
initial fanfare, but through its own ap- 
peal, aroused continuing interest. 

“The Man Who Got Even With 
God’’* continued through the year and 
still continues to be a very popular 
book. Consequently, the announcement 
that another book by the same author 
is in prospect aroused immediate at- 
tention. We have not been able to read 
all of the advance proof, but from what 
we have read we believe this book also 
will strike a popular chord. The story of 
the family that overtook Christ serves 
as the basis of a novel and yet contains 
a great deal of factual information. 
Publication has now been set for Oc- 
tober 26th and the price is $2.75. 

P. J. Kenedy & Sons are the pub- 
lishers. A review will appear in our 
next issue. 


* Bruce, $2.00 


ELIZABETH, “CREATURE OF 
CIRCUMSTANCE” 

Hilaire Belloc Harpers, $2.75 
Comments from “Literary Cavalcade” 
by John O'Connor. 

““’. » Belloc at his angriest and best 
. . . as interpretive a piece of writing as 
you will find . . . refreshing, challenging, 
and stimulating. 

“All through’ the book -he pauses to 
deflate a myth here, a legend there, a 
falsity somewhere else. It is noteworthy 
to see personal references creep into 
Belloc’s work—a sign of age, perhaps— 
but the remarks of mellow man with 
an inexhaustible reservoir of knowledge 
and anecdotes. The chapter on ‘The 
Arts’ should not be missed by anyone 
interested in either the arts of the 
Church. 

“*’..@ welcome work by this scarred 
veteran of the wars. It remains what it 
is—an Elizabethan Commentary. And 
Belloc—thank heaven!—remains Belloc 
- . + younger authors are presently 
slowed down by the war. But the 72 
year old Hitlaire remains, vigorous, 
embattled, unbowed. 

The book is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
for general reading and is indispensable 
to any library or school.” 

From New Bulletin of the Gallery of 
Living Catholic Authors: 

Many lives of Queen “Bess” have 
been written, but to have an analysis 
of her character such as Hilaire Belloc 


has given us .. . is unusual. 
* * * 


How Shall We Rate 
This Contribution? 

Don’t be disturbed if the literary 
stylists sneeze at your efforts — just 
remember this: 

“The wise man never worries about 
those who disagree with him; how can 
he expect them not to?” 

* * * 
“The Review of Politics” 
Notre Dame 

In our September issue we included 
on page 14 a quotation from an article 
in the Review of Politics by John U. 
Nef but inadvertently failed to give 
credit to this excellent publication, 
ably edited by Waldemar Gurian, and 
of which Ferdinand A. Hermens and 
Francis J. O’Malley are the Managing 
Editors. 

We have pleasure in recommending 
The Review of Politics,—subscription 
price, $2.50 a year. 
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“Summer After Summer’”’ 


There has been on the part of some 
readers some misinterpretation of cer- 
tain sentences in a short review in our 
last issue of Richard Sullivan’s novel 
Summer After Summer. 


In mentioning “the essential offen- 
siveness of extraneous intimate detail” 
the reviewer was not referring to this 
book at all, but to others of an over- 
realistic nature wherein objectionable 
features have been excused on the 
grounds that religion is treated sym- 
pathetically, or the principal characters 
are heroic, or something of the kind. 


In the present case we believe the 
use of the term “peep-holing” was un- 
fortunate since it apparently was taken 
to mean more than was intended. 

It is our belief that an open discus- 
sion of matters of this kind is what is 
badly needed and we, therefore, are 
grateful to Rev. Leo L. Ward, C.S.C., 
head of the English department of the 
University of Notre Dame, for allowing 
us to publish the following: 

I should like to say a word regarding 
' the review (in the September number 
of Books ON TRIAL) of Richard Sulli- 
van’s Summer after Summer. 

The reviewer, after making a demand 
for “art features” in fiction, maintains 
that only clinical realism and photo- 
graphic effects are to be found in Sum- 
mer after Summer. 1 suppose that the 
reviewer means that fiction should have 
significance, and that realism, sought as 
an end in itself, is not art. If this is 
what he means, I have no quarrel with 
his principle. But when he contends 
that the “pre-natal problem in the lower 
economic strata of American Catholic 
life’ may justify a diary, but cannot 
be legitimate material for “creative” 
literature, he seems to be pontificating 
in a highly arbitrary, ridiculous manner. 
It is obviously not the subject matter 
but the form of a novel that lifts it to 
the plane of creative literature. In all 
art it is the form that gives the signif- 
icance, the meaning and saves the sub- 
ject matter from the banality of mere 
realism as an end in itself. No doubt 
there are kinds of subject matter that 
cannot be given any significance worthy 
of serious art, but surely we cannot say 
that the hopes and fears of parents who 
are awaiting the birth of a child are 
unworthy as material for creative liter- 
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ature, or incapable of significant, artistic 
treatment. 

In Summer after Summer a very 
definite thematic significance informs 
the experience of the characters, consis- 
tently, and with a controlled unity of 
effect. A non-Catholic reader, or a 
reader who does not share our Catholic 
view of the primary end of marriage 
and our Catholic reverence for child- 
birth, may lack the predispositions nec- 
essary for an immediate, full realization 
of the theme of Summer after Summer. 
Certainly for any reader who shares 
this view and this reverence, the thema- 
tic, controlling significance of the novel 
should be clear. Indeed I think that 
Summer after Summer, though never 
obtrusively didactic, suffers just a little 
from the insistency of this theme. It is 
true that the novel is full of detail, but 
the detail is not indifferent or meaning- 
less or merely photographic. It always 
contributes directly or indirectly to the 
theme, to the significant, controlling 
form, the vital principle that directs 
and orders the whole novel. If this 
be “clinical realism” — realism sought, 
meaninglessly, as an end in itself— 
then we need a new definition of art, 
or at any rate a conception of art very 
different from that which I presumed 
the reviewer was following. 

I have seen other reviews of the 
novel—in the Saturday Review of Lit- 
erature, the New York Herald Tribune, 
the New York Times, the Milwaukee 
Journal, the Commonweal, and the Ave 
Maria; and I heard the high praise 
given to the novel by Professor Frede- 
rick on Columbia’s “Of Men and 
Books.” In all these reviews the fullness 
of detail was mentioned, with varying 
degrees of praise or criticism, but in 
none did the reviewer fail to find a 
unifying general significance. Even the 
reviewer in the Times, who felt that 
the novel failed to establish its theme 
adequately, was none the less aware of 
what Mr. Sullivan was attempting to do. 

Possibly I was wrong in what-I pre- 
sumed the reviewer meant by “art fea- 
tures.” Possibly he meant—what the 
expression so readily connotes — some 
kind of ornateness or elegance. If this 
was his meaning, he would, of course, 
fail to find his ideal realized in the 
solid integrity of such a novel as Sum- 
mer after Summer. 

Notre Dame, Indiana. 


—Rev. Leo L. Warp, C.S.C. 


October-November, 1942 


Albert M. Schreiber, O.S.B. 


The review in this issue on The Solu- 
tion Is Easy is by another new member 
of our Editorial Staff—Albert M. Schrei- 
ber, O.S.B. of Corpus Christi College, 
Corpus Christi, Texas—teacher of Eng. 
lish, Spanish and Religion and a writer 
for several newspapers and magazines, 

In addition, Father Schreiber is state 
director of the. Youth Section of the 
Catholic State League; Chairman of the 
Boy Guidance Committee of The South- 
ern District of Texas; an executive in 
the Gulf Coast region of the Boy Scouts 
and a Director of the Corpus Christi 
Community Chest—a man of many ac- 
tivities and attainments. 


w * w 


Post Office Department 
Points to Bad Conditions 


Recently, the Postmaster General 
banned from the mails a number of 
magazines because of their indecent 
character. Mailing privileges were with- 
drawn from other publications because 
of alleged subversive writings therein. 

But there are other means of trans- 
porting this type of stuff from producer 
to newsstands—and there are in circu- 
lation plenty of books which are equally 
pernicious. 

As we pointed out in our first num- 
ber, purveyors of demoralizing drugs 
would be apprehended and jailed—state 
and Federal governments would spend 
vast sums to prevent them from poison- 
ing the bodies of our people. 

Whose fault is it that we have no 
similar laws to protect the minds of 
our people against far more dangerous 
poisons? 

Books ON TRIAL is pointing out the 
worst of the more widely distributed 
books—which is a protection for those 
who have been misled by the “best 
seller” craze—and for those who want 
protection. But it cannot attempt to 
reach that great mass of senseless and 
demoralizing trash that comprises such 
a large part of the cheap fiction—the 
drug-store magazines and circulating 
rental racks. Jt can help only those who 
want help. 

As we grow in circulation, and be- 
come more nearly self-supporting, we 
hope to reach more of those who are 
giving little or no thought to the in- 
fluence of the damaging, and often de- 
grading reading material they have been 
allowing to enter their homes. 
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Dr. Kiniery for 
The Opposition 


How War CAME 
Forrest Davis and Ernest K. Lindley 
Simon and Schuster, $2.50 
One of the authors of this joint effort, For- 
rest Davis, is a newspaperman whose work 
dates back to the Washington Disarmament 
Conference of 1921. During the 1940 presi- 
dential campaign he aided the Republicans. 
He has recently written a book on Anglo- 
American control of the seas from 1890 to the 
present. The other author, Ernest K. Lindley, 
attended Oxford University as a Rhodes 
scholar, and since graduation in 1923 has been 
engaged in newspaper work. He has written 
several books in praise of President Roosevelt 
and the latter’s administrations. 

It would be difficult for such writers to deal 
objectively with current American interna- 
tional relations. There is unfortunately little 
evidence that they even tried to do so in How 


War Came. There is actually little in it that — 


has not already been printed in the news- 
papers. When any statements are made which 
are not already common knowledge, no docu- 
ments are cited nor is any effort made to give 
the source of information. Practically every- 
thing is based on the mere statements of the 
authors. Whatever that may be, it certainly is 
not history, judged by the most lenient scho- 
lastic standards. The authors were evidently 
committed, long before December 8, 1941, to 
the advisability of our entering the World 
War, and they consistently ridicule anyone 
who opposed them at that time. They take 
the further position that anyone who was op- 
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posed to intervention was friendly to the 
Nazis. Naturally, such a position, logically 
speaking, is ridiculous. This bias, evident 
throughout the book, has vitiated what might 
otherwise have been a valuable collection of 
observations and conclusions. 

The attitude to Vichy is unfriendly. Wey- 
gand, however, is praised. Much attention is 
given to Japan. Although the authors main- 
tain that Japan was practically forced by cir- 
cumstances to fight the United States, they 
profess to be shocked when the attack came. 
Much time is devoted to a discussion of the 
Atlantic Charter, which is considered a more 
workable instrument than the Fourteen Points 
enunciated by Wilson. Harry Hopkins is de- 
picted as more or less directing the policies of 
England and Russia, as well as those of the 
United States, Churchill receives nothing but 
compliments, although it is admitted that the 
English people were disappointed in him at 
the Atlantic Conference because he failed to 
bring the United States directly into the war. 

No effort is made to present foreign policy 
in any detail. Generalizations as to Russian 
and Japanese diplomacy are made, but specific 
actions are not stressed. There is perhaps un- 
due and certainly unnecessary glorification of 
Mr. Roosevelt and of Mr. Churchill. Greater 
respect would be given the book as an his- 
torical production if there were less bias and 
less hero worship. There is no reason to be- 
lieve that the book will have any permanent 
value. It cannot be recommended as a serious 
study, but merely as a collection of rewritten 
newspaper comments. It is surely not a com- 
plete account of How War Came. 

Loyola University, Chicago 
—Pavut Kintery, PH.D. 








A Best-Seller? 

Two boys were discussing the 
capabilities of their parents. 

“My mother can talk on just 
about any subject,” one lad de- 
clared. 

“That’s nothing,” retorted the 
other, “my father wrote a book 
without any subject at all.” 

* BS * 
Van Paassen and Van Loon 

Speaking of books purporting to give 
“inside stuff” and of commentaries on 
the war news, J. G. E. Hopkins says 
in Columbia: 

“It is well to point out here that 
two of the loudest ‘commentators’ and 
tumormongers are professedly and viru- 
lently anti-Catholic. These disturbers of 
the peace are Messrs. Pierre Van Paas- 
sen and Hendryk Van Loon.” 

x * * 
From Detroit, Michigan 

“T do not know how Catholic libraries 
have existed without Booxs on TRIAL. 
You may be sure you will receive a 
prompt renewal when our subscription 


expires.” 


ren) 


Should Be in Every Home 
Rapio REptiEs, Vol. III 
Leslie Rumble, M.S.C., Ph.D. R.R. Press 


Mission Edition $ .50 

Library Edition 1.50 
Magnificat: “Open .. . at any page and 
you come upon some strikingly present- 
ed truth, some convincing answer to an 
error embodied in modern skepticism, 
in pseudo-science supported ideas in re- 
gard to man, his origin and destiny.” 
(The preface is by Msgr. Fulton Sheen) 

* * ® 


From Trenton, New Jersey 

“Tt pleases me no end to enter my 
subscription to your most timely publi- 
cation. . . . Western civilization and cul- 
ture (sic!) are definitely on the way 
out. Your efforts cannot stop that. How- 
ever, the guidance afforded by your 
staff members may save many a young- 
ster (and oldster — for that matter) 
from moral shipwreck.” 

* * * 


From New Bedford, Massachusetts 


“Books ON TRIAL fills a need of long 
standing.” 
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Pageant of the Popes 
By the author of Damien the Leper 


No one acquainted with John Far- 
row’s Damien the Leper* needs to be 
told of his striking ability in writing 
attractively. Published five years ago, 
this book achieved immediate popular- 
ity and still continues in demand in all 
sections. 

In the present imposing volume of 
420 pages, published October 14th at 
$3.50 by Sheed & Ward, all the Popes 
are represented, from Peter to Pius XII. 

None but the most mature historical 
student could pass judgment on the de- 
tails, and we do not presume to be 
able to do so. The book is published 
just as we are going to press and from 
the advance orders received from those 
who have faith in the author’s compe- 
tence we believe this book will find 
wide acceptance. 

In our next issue we will report fur- 
ther on any reviews which may appear. 
The author is now in Naval Service, 
with the title of Lieut. Commander 
(H.M.N.). 


* Sheed & Ward, $2.75 





* * * 


For Human IIls 


Tue Art or Livinc JoyFutty 

Henry Brenner, O.S.B. The Grail, St. Meinrad, $1.00 
This booklet of 137 small pages purports to 
“give concisely and in an interesting form for 
the usual reader the various helps recommend- 
ed in quelling the mental and spiritual dis- 
turbances of human nature.” This blurb 
promise is large and it isn’t altogether sus- 
tained. The author has compiled rules from 
various sources. These rules for “joyful liv- 
ing” are solid, time tried and orthodox enough. 
But, they are poorly dressed in rather trite 
writing. The style is even awkward in spots, 
occasionally unclear. The author doesn’t con- 
vince one that he possesses the qualifications 
to write on the subject of joyful living. He 
lacks the tone of joy in writing of the rules 
for joy, like a bald-headed barber telling one 
how to preserve one’s crop of hair. 

Father Brenner gives ample evidence that 
he knows all about the usual remedies for hu- 
man ills and the usual bracers for human joy 
but he definitely lacks punch in telling about 
them. He gives us in the Art of Living Joy- 
fully a neat and academic compilation of 
“must do’s.” For one interested in such a 
handbook (and who couldn’t be if he tried) 
the Art of Joyful Living might be recom- 
mended. But to anyone who likes his joy 
rules attractively accoutered, this booklet is 
disappointing. 

Academy of Our Lady, 
Chicago 
—Tuos. A. Crayton, C.PP.S. 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS + COMMENTS + CATALOG 


LitLte Hett—Bic HEAVEN 
Edith Roberts Bobbs-Merrill, $2.50 


New York Times: “... a story of Chicago 
so garish and flamboyant that it reads like a 


parody... . 

“Because she is an experienced novelist, 
Little Hell—Big Heaven is not, in spite of 
everything, as painful as it might be, but 
neither is it a story that I would care to 
recommend.” 

New York Herald Tribune: “This tale of 
Chicago, its penthouses and slums, is romance 
on a billboard spelled in capital letters six feet 


high.” 
Major, AND THE OTHERS 

Kathleen Coyle Dutton, $1.50 
A book for adults which will delight 
children. Clifton Fadiman says, “One 
of the most original novels produced by 
the war.” 

“Glimpses of companionship with a 
remarkable collection of animal pets.” 


MAN AND SOCIETY IN CALAMITY 

Pitirim A. Sorokin Dutton, $3.00 
A brilliant study of today’s problems 
by the author of The Crisis of Our Age, 
who thinks we may fight our way 
through to a better world. Sorokin is 
an outstanding sociologist. 


MARRIAGE 

William Lyon Phelps Dutton, $1.00 
Francis P. Donnelly in Thought: “The 
book should be prescribed reading for 
all collegians. In these days of frequent 
divorce, it is heartening to find a great 
literary critic upholding the ideal of 
marriage.” 


MEASURE OF A MAN 
Dora Aydelotte Appleton-Century, $2.00 


Extension: “Here is a wholesome, hon- 
est, respectable and dignified American 
man. It’s a fine type of light novel.” 


THE MEDITERRANEAN : SAGA OF A SEA 

Emil Ludwig Whittlesey House, $3.75 
The author employs a subjective approach to 
history—facts are apparently not considered 
important. 

Interesting, but should be’ read only with 
Many reservations. 


MEN or Mexico 
James A. Magrter 
(Reviewed in this issue.) 


Bruce, $2.00 


Mup on THE STARS 
William Fradford Huie 
(See Rating.) 


_ Fischer, $2.75 


My FarHer in CHINA 
J. Burke 


(Reviewed in this issue.) 


Farrar, $3.00 


, Behe 
Ss 


(Including Titles Not Shown on Chart) 


My FRriEenps, THE APES 

Belle J. Benchley Little Brown, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “This is an exceptional 
book. . . . Mrs. Benchley’s purpose can best 
be given in her own words, quoted from the 
introduction, ‘It is a simple, perhaps senti- 
mental account of my own adventures with 
the apes, our “next of kin.”’ 

“The book is an account of her association 
with specific apes in the San Diego Zoo, 
which she directs. 

“She has made a broad, sound contribution 
to the science of anthropoids.” 

America: The author “.. . is now an au- 
thority on the habits and care of the primates 
and is curator of the San ‘Diego Zoo... . 
The book is illustrated generously but un- 
fortunately the pictures do not match the high 
level interest of the text.” 


NAPOLEON AT THE CHANNEL 

Carola Oman Doubleday, $2.50 
America: “... Bonaparte’s proposed invasion 
of England . . . a campaign that did not 
materialize. . . . The author’s knowledge of 
the times is detailed and it seems to be her 
purpose to picture the whole Napoleonic era 
in panorama.” 

“The book therefore leaves one with a faint 
spirit of optimism.” 


THe New Dear: Writ It Survive THE War? 

Carroll Atkinson Meador, $1.50 
Education Abstracts: “The thesis is that the 
New Deal is bad because it seems to be im- 
posing ‘economic slavery’ and because the 
youth of the land has not the same oppor- 
tunities that the rugged individualists had in 
the former juicy days. Comment: In essence, 
this book contributes nothing but words. It is 
vague and evasive and shows only a flimsy 
understanding of the basic problems. A first- 
rate anti-New Deal treatise is sorely needed; 
but Atkinson, alas, has not written it.” 


New THINGS AND Otp: SOME PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASPECTS OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE 

Joseph E. Kemps, Ph.D. Herder, $1.75 
Thought: “The book . . . is a result of a re- 
quest that his lectures, given to Sisters attend- 
ing a summer school, be made available for 
many. More approaches of this kind, aims 
and problems of religious life are desirable.” 


Or, BLoop AND SAND 

Robert L. Baker Appleton-Century, $2.50 
The fate of a civilization is again being shaped 
by events in the so-called Middle East. This 
book suggests that the line from the Caucasus 
to Libya should be regarded as a single front. 
It is a timely readable volume which sets 
forth clearly the essential facts in these com- 
plexities of war in this area. 








From Midvale, Utah 
“T have just (accidentally) seen the 
September issue of Books on TRIAL. It 
did not take me long to make up my 
mind that I must have it.” 


Pack Rat 

Bishop Francis C. Kelley Bruce, $1.75 
(Reviewed in this issue.) 
ONLY THE STARS ARE NEUTRAL 

Quentin Reynolds Random, $2.50 
The Sign: “.. . makes one wonder why in 


this day and age correspondents and writers 
are sent to the warring nations at all... 
makes pleasant reading, even though it does 
not contribute to the data out of which last- 
ing historical documents of World War II 
will be written.” 


Our Lapy’s CHoiR 

Edited by William S. Braithwaite, 

Introduction by Ralph Adams Cram 

Bruce Humphries, $1.00 

Thomas E. Burke in Ave Maria: “Some of 
the poems are of the first order, deeply poetic ; 
others are less imaginative in conception and 
less artistic in expression. All of them are 
interesting. . . . The book is beautifully bound 
and would make a splendid gift for a re- 
ligious.” 


THe Pope SPEAKS 


Charles Rankin Harcourt, Bruce, $2.75 
(The words of Pius XII.) 
America: “. . . the essential part of the 


book consists of the statements made by 
Eugenio Pacelli since he became Pope. .. . 
As a record of documentation, this book is 
beyond appraisal.” 


A PropHetic BiocrAPHY oF Jesus CHRIST 

Vigilius H. Krull Messenger Press, 7 5c 
Extension: “A most interesting collection of 
the prophecies which foretold the principal 
events of Our Lord’s life long before He was 
born.” 


THE Protocots oF Zion 

John S. Curtis Columbia U. Press, $1.00 
The Sign: “Regarding their authenticity his 
conclusion is, from internal and external evi- 
dence, that they are a clever forgery by Rus- 
sian secret police in Paris . . . this book .. . 
deals with evidence, not prejudices.” 


Tue PsycHoLocy oF THE INTERIOR SENSES 
Mark Aloysius Gaffney, SJ., Ph.D. Herder, $2.00 
Robert Edward Brennan, Thomistic Institute, 
Providence College, in Thought: “....a 
gracefully written book. It represents a genu- 
ine attempt to describe phenomena of the 
interior senses in strictly psychological lan- 
guage . . . the type of book which students 
will put down with a sigh of regret (a regret 
which the. teachers, too, will share) that more 
texts of the same easy grace and lively style, 
the same illuminations by modern instance 


_ and example are not being written by our 


present day schoolmen.” 


QUEEN OF THE FLat-Tops 

Stanley Johnston (Oct. 14th) Dutton, $3.00 
An eye-witness story of the battle of Coral 
Sea. SATISFACTORY. 
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Tue Reat ITALIANS 

Count Carlo Sforza Columbia U., $2.00 
America: “This is a chatty little book written 
by a distinguished diplomat who understands 
and loves his country and countrymen. 

“No loyer of Mussolini and Italian Fascism, 
Count Sforza condemns Fascism as psycholog- 
ically unsuited to the Italian.” 


Rep Hitis anp CoTTon 

Ben Robinson Knopf, $2.50 
J. K. Paulding in Commonweal: “Mr. Robert- 
son writes with almost Old Testament elo- 
quence of his own people, a race of Northern 
Puritans in a lush Southern setting. 

“Notable as the portrait of a people, or a 
small Segment of one, and abounding in 
quotable anecdote. . . . He says of his people: 
‘Our home is in our valley, but we have 
walked across a continent with angels holding 
our hands.’ . . . ‘My kinsfolk thought more 
about character than about culture. They said 
culture could be acquired, but character had 
to be formed.’ ” 


RELIGION IN COLONIAL AMERICA 53 

William Warren Sweet Scribner’s, $3.00 
America: “That religion. has been the most 
neglected phase of ‘Amiéri¢an history, no one 
will deny, and Dr. Sweet in this very interest- 
ing and objective volume succeeds fairly well 
in accomplishing the purpose he sets for him- 
self in the preface, ‘to place religion in its 
proper perspective in American colonial his- 
tory.’ 

“The story of each religious group .. . is 
given in detail. The author’s treatment of 
such a controversial subject is on the whole 
objective and impartial [but, certain quota- 
tions] show how old prejudices will stick in 
spite of obvious efforts to be fair.” 


RELIGION IN Soviet RvusSSIA 


N.S. Timasheff Sheed & Ward, $2.00 


Roap TO VICTORY 
Most Rev. Francis J. Spellman 
Scribner’s, $1.75 
America: “Belief in America runs like a 
tonic breeze through this small, thought- 
ful book. 


SABOTAGE! THE SECRET WAR AGAINST 
AMERICA 

Michael Sayers and Albert E. Kahn 

Harper, $2.50 

A report on Fifth Column activities 
that is largely factual — activities of 
Axis agents—Nazi propaganda as cir- 
culated by “isolationists.”” Morally un- 
objectionable — valuable — should be 
read. Suitable for all. 


Tue SEED BENEATH THE SNOW 
Ignazio Silone Harper, $2.75 


New York Times: “An infinitely shrewd man 








From Toronto, Canada 


“Without a doubt Books on TRIAL 
fills a long standing need.” 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


is this Silone, for in this seemingly endless talk 
in which his characters indulge you may read, 
between the lines, so to speak, exactly what 
the Italians themselves think of the regime 
initiated by their little tin Caesar on wheels.” 
America: “There is, throughout the book, 
that curious mixture we find so often in Latin 
Liberals; the Church is almost shrugged off 
(several priests are in the book, and they are 
certainly not strong souls) and yet, the at- 
mosphere, the dialog, the exclamations, the 
very complexion of thought of the characters, 
is Catholic. Only“& Catholic could have: writ- 
ten this book, though it is not Catholic in 
tone. It will offend many. . . . But for a 
penetrating study of the psychology of differ- 
ent strata of people under a puffed-up dicta- 
torship, it can be recommended.” 
(See comment in this issue.) 


The Commonweal; “I wish I could like this 
successor to Fontamara more than I do, but in 
every way I look at the book I run into diffi- 
culties. . . . Silone’s servants of fascism would 
be the willing servants of any regime that 
held power in Rome: they are almost incred- 
ibly without conviction of their own... . 

“Tt will not please politically minded anti- 
fascists. It cannot satisfy many requirements 
of the intellect. It is a simple and noble book. 
I can imagine that Silone would wish it read 
by simple people. And for the reader who 
would like to know if it is interesting, I can 
say that Silone does excellently that which 
seems to be one of the few things contem- 
porary Italian novelists can do, and that is to 
describe people and places and make them 
absorbingly real.” 


THE SEVENTH Cross 
Anna Seghers, Trans. by James A. Galston 

Little, $2.50 
America: “If the baying of bloodhounds does 
not bell through every page of this book, it is 
only because the author writes with too much 
tense restraint to indulge in any melodrama- 
tics. Here is a tale of flight and pursuit not 
told in terms of external trappings like dis- 
guises and automobile chases, beloved of Hol- 
lywood; rather it is the record of the effect 
this one fugitive’s escape had on the lives of 
those who followed his path. 

“The story .. . the escape of an anti-Hitler 
German from a concentration camp .. . told 
with an insight and an understanding that 
puts it not too far behind The. Labyrinthine 
Ways in the literature of pursuer and pursued. 


With admirable reticence, and consequently ° 


with all the more power, the author details 
none of the physical tortures of the camps; 
the reader supplies them with a shudder as he 
sees the broken men who emerge from them.” 


SIGNED WITH THEIR Honour 
James Aldridge Little Brown, $2.50 


America: “It is a good picture of the fighting 
man’s mind, as he does his job and wonders 
confusedly about the outcome of it all. One 
or two passages-are mildly suggestive, but will 
not shock mature readers.” 


Smmon HASTINGS 

F. M. Tibbott Bobbs- Merrill, $2.50 
America: “. . . a vigorously written 
novel of mid-nineteenth-century Maine, 


October-November, 1 942 


rich in background detail, swift in ac. 
tion and strong in characterization.” 


SMALL Town SoutTH 

Sam Byrd Houghton Mifflin, $2.75 
New York Times: “.. . Mr. Byrd’s reporting 
of suicides, disasters, swindling and degenera. 
tion makes macabre reading.” 


SoctaL GoALs AND Economic INSTITUTIONS 
Frank D. Graham Princeton, $3.0 
L. G. Ligutti in Commonweal: The author “js 
a Freudian and a Malthusian. He is a New 
Dealer and a conservative. On page 10 he says; 
‘The Christian ethic, as ordinarily interpreted, 
offers no solution to social problems,’ which 
proves him a poor interpreter of history. 
“The book was not written by a theologian, 
a scholastic philosopher, or a logician. Hence 
accuracy, precision, consistency could not be 
expected. . . . I read it twice, but books on 
economics, with such jargon as they use, are 
both illegible and darksome to a layman.” 


SoctaL WELLSPRINGS, VoL. II. 
Edited by Rev. Joseph Husslein, S.J., Ph.D. 
; Bruce, $4.00 


America: “As in the first volume, in which 
the more important writings of Leo XI 
were gathered together and annotated, so here 
we have eighteen Encyclicals of Pius XI, 
including some not generally available, with 
introductions and notes to supply necessary 
background, and a list of carefully selected 
bibliographies. The same care in translating 
from the original Latin which made the first 
volume so readable is again in evidence. In 
other words, all those who found Social Well- 
springs, Vol. I, a great help to an understand- 
ing of Papal social doctrine will not be dis- 
appointed in this companion volume.” 

(See Comment.) 

The Commonweal: “A hefty volume con- 
taining ‘Every important Encyclical of a 
social nature from the pen of Pius XI.’ ” 
(Further comment in this issue.) 


SPAIN’S ORDEAL 

Robert Sencourt Longman’s, $3.0 
John T. Langan in Thought—Fordham 
University Quarterly: “There is more 
than sufficient reason for ascribing in- 
tentional inaccuracy to some of the 
press reports of the recent Spanish re 
volt against the combined forces of 
atheism, separatism, masonry and com- 
munism. Line, caption and heading con- 
spired to conceal or minimize the truth. 
Murder, pillage, rapine and tyranny 
masqueraded as democracy... . 

“Tt is needless to add that competent 
critics rate Spain’s Ordeal as a genuine 
contribution to history.” 


——< 
——— 
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“To say that we are pleased with 
Books ON TRIAL would be understate 
ment. We appreciate the catalog sup 
plement very much.” i 
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THE SNAKE IN THE GRASS 

James Wellard Dodd, Mead, $2.00 
A prize mystery story by a detective 
story writer of considerable ability. 
Adult reading. 


THe SOUND OF AN AMERICAN 
D. Ormsbee Dutton, $2.50 


CB.C. Newsletter: “.. . that the author fails 
to accomplish his design is the result of his 
tasteless selection of inartistic means. 

« . . Pungent, violent, shamelessly frank 
dialogue provide the substance of the book.” 


Sound of American 


An “Insult to Americans” would, in 
our opinion, be a more fitting title. How 
this widely advertised choice of the Lit- 
eary Guild could be recommended to 
anyone we cannot imagine. 


Tae STONES BEGIN TO DANCE 
Ben Kandel Duell, $2.00 


America: “This “isthe - type of ~secial--novel 
dosely related to the school of Steinbeck. It is 
a poignant tale set against the background of 
a marketplace deep in a cavern beneath New 
York’s Williamsburgh and Delancey Streets, 
deep in the heart of the slums. 

“ .. a few vulgar expressions could have 
been very sensibly omitted.” 


SUMMER AFTER SUMMER 

Richard Sullivan Doubleday, $2.50 
Commonweal: “Here is the prose of 
modern life done with the utmost veri- 
similitude; the daily drag of man and 
wife mildly Catholic, mildly poor, dur- 
ing the second pregnancy. You listen to 
the occasional little bickerings, to the 
childish irresponsibilities of the three- 
year-old. You feel the Christian solidity 
of the man when a strange woman 
comes after him. You sense throughout 
the book the vigor of the family tie.” 


Ave Maria: “Richard Sullivan has an 
established reputation as a short-story 
writer. Summer after Summer, a novel 
of American family life, his first novel, 
is, as was to be expected, a work of fine 
distinction. In the tradition of sound 
and significant realism, it gives us a 
memorable experience of the pathos and 
the joy, the little agonies and the little 
stasies of common life... . 

“The most searching piece of charac- 
terization is probably that of Julie, one 
of the most real children in recent fica- 





“Mr. Sullivan handles his materials 
admirably, with a cleanness and sym- 
pathy that can come only from a deep 
Christian sensibility.” 


THEY WERE EXPENDABLE 
W. L. White Harcourt, $2.00 


America: “Four American heroes tell, with no 
bravado ‘or histrionics, their stirring tale in 
this short, tense and sinewy tale. They are 
Lieutenants Bulkeley and Kelly, Ensigns Akers 
and Cox of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 3, 
almost the only survivors of the total person- 
nell of seventy-eight whose daring made them 
a nightmare to the Japanese invaders of the 
Philippines. 

“There is unfortunately, too much bandying 
about of the-Holy Name in the informal talk 
of these men. The book would have lost none 
of its authentic tone, had these been ampu- 
tated. For it is authentic, and should be read 
as a contemporary document on how we will 
prosecute this war, once we do, as these 
heroes hope and state, really get going.” 

Commonweal: “It is useful to fight this 
dangerous smugness of the hinterland with the 
grim language of the soldiers who did the job. 
From this point of view They Were Expend- 
able is an excellent book. 

“With its sober realism this book gives a 
fine picture of the qualities of America’s young 
generation under stress and pressure—an at- 
titude very different from the high-toned pep- 
talk of some of our radio commentators.” 
(Includes unnecessary profanity.) 


THREE Famous Spy NovELs 

Random House, $1.98 
Extension: “Certainly the greatest bar- 
gain in thrilling spy stories that you are 
ever likely to meet again . . . well- 
written works that will be appreciated 
by connoisseurs.” 


THE TURNING POINT 

Klaus Mann Fischer, $3.00 

Autobiography of Klaus, son of 
Thomas Mann 
John J. O’Connor in America: “. . . sig- 
nificant because it holds a mirror up 
to the intellectual elite of the post-war 
era—the clique that was too preoccu- 
pied with sex and psychological issues 
to pay much attention to the Nazi 
writing on the wall. Maladjusted young 
liberals like Klaus wandered about lec- 
turing on European culture, dallying 
with subtle jokes and lost in wistful 
reveries. 

“When the Nazi terror swept Ger- 
many, the intellectuals retreated to 
other countries and founded anti-Nazi 
periodicals.” 


Unti Tat Day 

Kressmann Taylor Duell, Sloan and Pearce, $2.75 
George N. Shuster in the New York Herald 
Tribune: “For the first time in history, per- 
haps, all religious groups concur in feeling 
that a Protestant clergyman is the great 
spiritual hero and martyr of his time. 

“Mrs. Taylor’s new book is the story of one 
young man who was fired by Niemoeller’s 
example. . . . It will help us to see the desired 


John J. Hooyboer, C.S.C. 

The Editorial Staff of Books oN 
TRIAL is gradually being enlarged so 
that all sections of the country will be 
represented. It is our pleasure to an- 
nounce that The Rev. John J. Hooy- 
boer, C.S.C., Associate Professor of 
English at the University of Portland, 
Portland, Oregon, has now joined our 
Staff and we hope that his review of 
Archbishop Spellman’s Road to Victory 
will reach us in time to be included in 
this issue. 








outlines of our own eventual triumph.” 

America: “This is the story of Hitler’s at- 
tempt to Nazify the Lutheran ‘Church. 

“The book, though freighted down with too 
many sermons, teaches a valuable lesson. 
Totalitarianism aims to enslave the whole 
man, body and soul. Once established, it per- 
mits no rival authority, but ruthlessly crushes 
all opposition.” 


VaN Loon’s Lives 

Hendrik Willem Van Loon Simon & Schuster, $3.95 
America: “Dr. Van Loon is a rum cove, and 
it’s a rum sort of personalized historical essay 
sequence he’s written in his new book... . 
The framework of the book is a series of 
Saturday night dinners given in the little 
Netherlands port of Veere to assorted couples 
and trios culled from Van Loon’s own read- 
We. 28 

“As history, Dr. Van Loon’s animadversions 
on such cruces as the Casket Letters and the 
Arian heresy are calculated to raise the aca- 
demic hackles. As fantasy, or more properly 
fancy, his excursions into never-never land 
have a sabot-shod clumsiness that is not 
without a certain boozy charm.” 


A good sample, in our opinion, of an 
ignorantly prejudiced, fact-ignoring, un- 
historical presentation of imaginary 
conversations without value and to no 
purpose except to increase the confusion 
of those already too poorly informed to 
detect its manifold absurdities. 


THE WHITE QUEEN 

Betty Baur Viking, $2.50 
America: “Tt is the intention of the author to 
illustrate how two ‘sensitive’ and ‘sensible’ 
people meet the havoc wrought by the emo- 
tional crisis of divorce. . . . The novel is large- 
ly concerned with the domestic embroil- 
ments. .. .” 
(Reviewed in this issue.) 


YANKEE FIGHTER 
Lieut. John F. Hasey 
(Satisfactory war adventure story.) 


Little, $2.50 








From Fairhaven, Massachusetts 

“Books ON TRIAL is a great help to 
busy. readers, and anyone who would 
lift a finger against it would be very 
stupidly self-sufficient.” 
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OUR NEIGHBOR, MEXICO 


MEN or MExIco 
By James A. Magner Bruce, $4.00 


Reviewed by Raymond J. Miller C.SS. 
R., Oconomowoc, Wis. 

This is the brilliant passing of the 
Cavalcade of Mexico. Moctezuma, Cor- 
tes, Las Casas; Zumarraga, Don Vasco 
de Quiroga, and Mendoza,—these march 
first: barbarian Emperor, intrepid “great 
gentleman” and Conquistador, single- 
minded champion of enslaved Indians, 
Arshbishop and ecclesiastical organizer, 
pioneering Christian social reformer, 
and first Viceroy of New Spain. Their 
passing is the history of Mexico from 
the year 1518 to 1565. Next we see the 
Viceroy Count Revilla Gigedo II, 1789- 
94, around whom, however, the author 
centers the main characters and move- 
ments of the Colonial period, in which 
“Mexico stood with the foremost na- 
tions of the world in the patronage and 
production of the fine arts” (p. 196). 
Then begins to pass the wild cavalcade 
of the revolution: the priests Hidalgo 
and Morelos and the Emperor Iturbide, 
founders of Mexican independence; the 
temperamental and histrionic Santa 
Anna; Juarez the anti-clerical Indian, 
president in clerical black; Maximilian 
the Austrian, Catholic Emperor in gold 
and ribbons, don Porfirio Diaz, the 
strong man of peace; then finally the 
moderns: Carranza of the venerable 
beard, ambitious but dull; Calles the 
iron man; and Cardenas the would-be 
agrarian reformer. 


Dramatic Pageantry 

History in biography, and biography 
in pictures: this is “Men of Mexico.” 
Not only the central figures, described 
even in their personal appearance, but 
all the multitude of lesser and greater 
lights around them, stand and move, 
rise and fall, live and die before our 
eyes. In short, matter for a dozen mov- 
ing picture dramas of the most heroic 
or “supercolossal” style is contained in 
the 600 pages of the book. The author 
is armed with a thorough and penetrat- 
ing knowledge of his subject, and an 
evident sympathetic understanding of 
Mexico—its ideals, its early magnificent 
‘ achievements, and its tragic last century 
of uncertainty and revolution. Objective 
and impartial to a remarkable degree, 
he still clearly distinguishes the lights 
and shadows in his picture. At times, 


indeed, the Catholic reader might wish 
him to be less tolerant of the possible 
excusing causes for the tyrants, espe- 
cially the modern tyrants, of Mexico; 
but at any rate, their tyranny is always 
depicted for what it is. This is, in fact, 
another remarkable feature of the book: 
on subjects which have usually been the 
matter of argument and even vitupera- 
tion,—such as the cruelty of the Con- 
quistadores, the Inquisition, the position 
of the Church in the Colonial period, 
the lack of education and freedom 
among the lower classes, the rights and 
wrongs of the various phases of the 
century-long revolution,—it is definite 
and clear, not heated and argumenta- 
tive. 
Viewpoint is Neutral 


The author is a Catholic priest, but 
the book is by no means written merely 
from the Church’s point of view. As 
occasion requires in the progress of his 
story he describes her achievements, or 
studies and balances and calmly sums 
up the evidence in matters where her 
administration is under attack, — such 
as the question of her wealth (pp. 364-5 
and 509-11), or of her position and 
activities under Calles’ “determination 
to extirpate the Catholic religion” (p. 
533 ff.). 


Particularly interesting is the con- 
nection indicated between the expulsion 
of the Jesuits in 1767 and the rise and 
spread of the spirit of rebellion among 
the people (p. 194), and the showing 
that Juarez’ law of Liberal reform in 
1856 against “land ownerships in the 
hands of corporations”, which was di- 
rected against the Church, had as its 
result the amassing of great estates by 
“foreigners and Masonic politicians”, so 
that in 1911 “very few of the great 
properties of Mexico had titles ante- 
dating the Liberal Reform” (p. 510) ,— 
with the further result that the revolu- 
tion of 1911-1940 against the great 
estates turns out in reality to be a re- 
action against the Juarez “reforms.” 


The Hand of Friendship 


The author seems to suspend judg- 
ment on the value of the Cardenas at- 
tempt at agrarian reform, as a matter 
to be left to the showing of its own 
future; although there is even now in 
Mexico a very definite and widespread, 
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not to say absolutely bitter, conviction 
that the attempt has already proved jt 
self a disastrous failure, and that as fa 
as the general welfare of the country js 
concerned, Cardenas has made himself 
on its account the worst President Mex. 
ico has ever known. 


In view of the needs of the present 
and the future, for ever closer under 
standing and collaboration between the 
Americas, “Men of Mexico” can & 
very much to reveal to Americans the 
greatness and the tragedies of Mexico, 
and to Mexicans the fact that thei 
country has intelligent and sympathetic 
friends in the United States. 


* * * 


LIFE OF PIUS Xil 


WE Have a Pope 
Rev. C. H. Doyle St. Anthony’s, $1.0 


Reviewed by J. M. Lelen of our Editorial 
Staff. 


God not only has vouchsafed to become 
Man, He has willed to be embodied on earth 
in a man, the man who reigns in Rome. Such 
is the shaft of life that must guide a Catholic 
who studies the problem of the Papacy. h 
writing this the Life of the present Sovereign 
Pontiff, Pius XII, Father Doyle has not failed 
to follow that light. He gives us the psycho 
graph of a Vicar of Christ elected by Divin 
Providence for our own days of war, the 
Servant of servants who will bring peace to 
the world. 

When the Conclave of Cardinals has chosen 
one of their numbers as a successor of $& 
Peter, the senior Cardinal Deacon steps onto 
the balcony of the Roman Basilica, and pw 
claims to the crowd gathered in the courtyam 
below: “I bring you tidings of great joy: We 
have a Pope.” That is indeed an announce 
ment of great joy. For those who have rf 
ceived the gift of Faith honor the Pope as the 
visible head of the Church and the Vicar of 
Christ on earth. Even those of other faiths, ot 
of no faith at all, respect him for the history 
of the ancient line, which he perpetuates, for 
the spiritual power he wields, and for th 
personal qualities of leadership which prove 
dentially have distinguished so many Pope, 
and not least those of our own times. Jn thé 
study of the reigning Pope we find the story 
of a remarkable man and a world-leader. Me 
a book of singular timeliness. 


* * * 
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Chesterton Praised It 


J. G. E. Hopkins in Columbia says: 

“A Catholic play with genuine dr 
matic power is The Betrayal, by Fathet 
Geoffrey Nevil Dowsett, O.M.I. (New 
York: Samuel French $1.50). The late 
G. K. Chesterton praises the originalit 
of Father Dowsett’s treatment of thé 
drama of the Passion in a characteristit 
preface.” 
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CORONERS & CRITICS 


A Woman Wrappep IN SILENCE 

By John W. Lynch Macmillan, $2.00 
Conundrum: What similarity does a critic 
bear to a coroner? Ladies and Gentlemen, 
that is a one shilling question. The profes- 
sional literary critic is like a coroner because 
his verdicts are final, unchallengeable and 
irreversible. Did you ever hear of a book 
reviewer admitting his fallibility? It is against 
the ethics and tradition of the genus. Indeed, 
a volume of retractations ‘by a literary sage is 
such a startling concept that the original will 
undoubtedly be a best-seller. 

The epic poem The Woman Wrapped in 
Silence by Father John W. Lynch has recently 
been autopsied by some of the graduate state 
pathologists in the literary field. They assumed 
quite professionally that the corpus was life: 
less and accordingly pronounced “death due to 
natural causes.” Only a cursory examination 
was needed. The final decision was rendered 
easy by virtue of “the-hurry-to-the-scene” 
vivisectionists. The case of course, is closed— 
as far as the coroners are concerned. 

The student of literature, however, may be 
prompted to review the facts, since he is not 
so fully awe-struck by the portentous pro- 
nunciamentos of the savants. He is aware 
that in the past exhumations have proven 
embarrassing to the scientific cognoscenti. How 
often has a masterpiece been unrecognized as 
such by contemporaries! How often have un- 
discerning critics soured the veins of genius? 
When in fact have the critics agreed to any 
extent ? 

Elsewhere, I have said that Fr. Lynch’s 
truly splendid achievement is worthy of the 
lineage of his comparable predecessors the 
great Marian poets: Thompson, Patmore, 
Hopkins, De Vere. Many in truth are aware 
of the new Catholic poetic genius in our 
midst. But there are as must be expected, 
dissentient voices. It would be tragic if their 
clamor distracted the lovers of “the good, the 
true and the beautiful” from relishing the 
latest Magnificat to Mary, the inspiration of 
the greatest artistic genius. 

If you, good friend, have been misled by 
the technical experts may I suggest that you 
te-read the opinions of the contemporary 
specialists who found Aubrey De Vere’s May 
Carols “probably more prone than aesthetic,” 
who allowed Thompson to languish in desti- 
tution, who were terrified by Patmore’s Un- 
known Eros? Or read the poet laureate Robert 


story§ Bridges’ preface to Gerard Manley Hopkins 


says: 
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poems. In fact read Patmore’s reaction to 
Hopkins! And please read Matthew Arnold on 
Keats: Endymion. Finally be sure to ponder 
what Hopkins says of the different impressions 
the re-reading of his own Eurydice by ear 
rather than by sight made on himself! 

But whatever you do enjoy the inimitable 
tithes of: The Woman Wrapped in Silence by 
John W. Lynch! 


Somerville, Mass. 


John J. Griffin of Somerville, Mass., a man 
0} wide literary attainments and of long 
practical experience in book selection and as a 
trustee is a member of our Editorial 


—Joun J. GrirFIn 
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Books Which Should Not Die 
A New Series by Mary L. Dunn 


This is the first of a series of 
reviews of “books which should 
not die.” The series will be written 
for Books on Trial by Mary L. 
Dunn of Norwood, Mass., whose 
education, training and extensive 
experience as a teacher, and par- 
ticularly as a lecturer, qualify her 
to appraise the value of books in 
terms of real and lasting impor- 
tance. 


LETTERS TO PHILIPPA 

Dorothea Brande Sheed & Ward, 1937, $1.50 
For several reasons, I have chosen 
Letters to Philippa as the first book to 
be reviewed in this series: because se- 
lection is determined by standards, and 
one who presumes to say of books that 
have not yet stood the test of many 
years “These are books that should not 
die,” should make known her principles 
of criticism; because I share Miss 
Brande’s literary credo, but I should 
never be able to express it as well as 
she has done; because Letters to Phil- 
ippa is not only as sound a book as 
I know, but it is written with such a 
light touch that people who usually shy 
away from “criticism” as something 
formidable and pedantic can read it 
easily and be refreshed by its humor. 


“Intolerant” and “Reactionary” 


The letters in the book are written, 
ostensibly, to Miss Brande’s godchild, 
age eighteen, to help guide her in the 
formation of her literary taste, and 
particularly to counteract the influence 
of a teacher of English, Miss Greer, 
who would throw out the classics be- 
cause “we are living in a changing 
world.” This teacher is a “hater of all 
tradition” and “an apostle of the virtue 
of experiment”; Miss Brande, on the 
other hand, believes that the full joy 
of reading comes only after standards 
have been established and that most 
modern novels, based on bad philosophy 
or no philosophy, cannot give us stand- 
ards because they are based on none. 
She says, “Miss Greer need not hesitate 
to describe me as “reactionary” and 
“intolerant,” and the more openly she 
uses such adjectives the surer I shall 
be that I have made myself clear. . . 


I have a fondness for a good many 
words that are in disrepute today; in 
fact I wonder how we are going to get 
any vigor back into our literature un- 
less we reinstate some df the good old 
words in their original meaning, as well 
as the contrasts and tensions they stood 
for.” 


Ashamed to Denounce Indecency 


Miss Brande discusses most of the 
best-sellers of 1937 and many of those 
of the three preceding years; there is 
a chapter on Rebecca West’s St. Augus- 
tine, pointing out the absurdity of a 
book on that subject which leaves out 
God and is written throughout on the 
assumption that St. Augustine didn’t 
mean what he wrote. She laughs to 
scorn Ludwig Lewisohn’s Expression in 
America and Creative America, books 
widely acclaimed at that time; they are 
“revaluations” of our writers of the 
past from the point-of-view of Freudian 
psychology. She has the intellectual 
courage to say of Briffault’s Europa, 
“But the legions of evil are behind it. 
Disguised as the advance-guard of light, 
as the advocates of honesty, as the 
messengers of human brotherhood, they 
take simple people,—ashamed of their 
rectitude in the face of their intellectual 
betters’ ‘tolerance’, blushing to admit 
themselves confused by close acquaint- 
ance with such obscenity and blasphemy 
as others can bear without wincing,— 
as dupes and prisoners into the Adver- 
sary’s camp.” 


We Must Fight For Our Heritage 


This book is by no means an ex- 
coriation of all modern fiction. There 
is warm praise for those modern novel- 
ists who, with their literary skill, have 
a keen appreciation of the human spirit 
as well as of the body, and base their 
standards on Christian philosophy which 
gives their work true form and sub- 
stance. I wish this book had sold a 
million copies and would sell another 
million in the next five years because, 
as Miss Brande says, “The other side 
is vocal, not to say vociferous; they talk 
all day and every day all up and down 
the land. We have to think and write 
and talk on our side too, or we lose 
in a generation the treasure of two 
thousand years.” 


2 2 ore 
Seer de Seles agupadiode ae 


bo Ai 


x4, 


. 
pee ae Re el til pH Valea, mene 


— 
2 ame been lll ofthat ¢ ck aR SoA Drea + -anttre en ige = 

















24 


ES )=——Ez;[—L_|_=__=_==z» 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


SISSIES, ARE THEY? 


PorMs oF THIS WAR 

Edited by Patricia Ledward 

Introduction by Edmund Blunden 

Macmillan, $1.75 

By Rev. J. M. Lelen, formerly Book 
Editor of the Daily Tribune, Dubuque, 
and now a member of the Editorial 
Staff of Books on TRIAL. 

Long enough has been alive the lolly- 
pops legend that poets are sissified guys 
with long hair, thin legs and girlish 
faces. Joyce Kilmer in one of his verses 
lashed out vigorously against this 
damned falsehood. He represents the 
Devil as coming one wintry night to 
sit upon his bed with “his eyes full of 
crime” and remarking, 

“Why don’t you take up fancy .work or 
embroidery ? 

For a needle is as manly a tool as a pen that 
makes a rhyme!” 

And the stockily built soldier-poet re- 

torts angrily: 

“You little ugly Devil, go back to Hell, 

For the idea you express I will not listen to: 

When you say of the making of ballads that 
it is woman’s work . 

You forget all the fighting poets that have 
been in every land.” 

Then he cites Byron, and Rupert 

Brooke, and Philip Sidney. He might, 

of course, have included himself. He 

could also have mentioned Richard 

Lovelace who wrote the beautiful 
“Stone walls do not a prison make, 
Nor iron bars a cage,” 

while he was in the Tower for bravely 

resisting the Parliament and who also 

wrote to console his sweetheart, when 

she begged him not to march off to 

the wars, 
“T could not love thee, Dear, so much, 

Loved I not honor more.” 

Everyone remembers “I have a rendez- 

vous with Death” and Alan Seeger who 

was mortally wounded in the first rush 

of his squad. John McCrae, author of 

the lovely “In Flanders Fields the pop- 

pies blow.” Rupert Brooke, who wrote, 

“If I should die, think only this of me, 

That there’s some corner of a foreign field 

That is for ever England.” 

But needless it is to go so far. Open 

this book and see. They are soldiers 

these poets; they fight not only with 

‘their planes, but with their pen. They 

fight their foes, whoever they are, even 

the so-called neutral, the caitiff neutral 

who is a foe also. Listen to Wrenne 

Jarman: 


As I was walking in the Park 

I met a blackbird sleek and dark 
Who on a rhododendron bush 
Warbled to a missel-trush. 

He preened and sang unbridled, for 
He cared no whit about the war. 
No thought of rationing or raid 
Occurred to mask his serenade, 
And politicians were to him, 

I knew, superfluous and grim. 
He honed his beak for an encore; 
He cared no whit about the war. 


Give us reality, and, if you can, iaugh- 
ter, we say to the lads of the lands of 
the leal, and they give us laughter, per- 
haps enwrapped in tears. But I cannot 
quote them. To quote is to cut. I can- 
not cull flowers from this garden of 
red roses. I can only invite Americans 
to read these “Poems of This War.” 
Waste of time, perhaps some will say. 
If so how mistaken they are. Escape is 
surely legitimate, useful, necessary, 


whenwhen it means a brief while to re- 


lax and forget, before we return to our 
job. Of course, we must not forget to 
take a return ticket. 

It is our hope that “Poems of This 
War” will be read and relished. wher- 
ever the English language is spoken. 


bx ” * 


Prayer of St. Benedict 
Dear Editor: 

This prayer is said to have been com- 
posed by St. Benedict (480-543 A.D.), 
founder of the Benedictine order, and 
is said to be preserved in the Abbey 
Fleuri-sur-Loire: 

“Oh Lord, let the virtue of Thy 
Holy Spirit descend on these books; 
let it purify them, bless them. 
Sweetly enlighten the hearts of 
those who read them, and impart 
their true sense to them. Grant us 
also to be faithful to the precepts 
emanating from Thy Light in ac- 
complishing them by good works 
according to Thy Will.” 

St. Benedict and his monks were 
among the earliest book-men and writers 
of books. 

—FATHER JEROME, O.S.B. 
St. Leo, Florida 


* * * 


From Columbus, Ohio 
“You probably have no more gratified 
subscribers than we, . . . I cannot ade- 


quately express my appreciation for 
Books ON TRIAL.” 
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Customs of Japan 


YEAR OF THE WILD Boar 
Helen Mears 


Reviewed by Sister Mary David, S$} ty 
N.D., College of Notre Dame of Mary. pil 
land We 


“Shukan — it is the custom.” With 
a reiteration almost maddening, this 
phrase whetted the appetite for under. 
standing of an American woman jour 
nalist who spent June through Decem. 
ber of 1935 in Japan. But the ingenuity 
and tact of one who had been on the 


Lippincott, $2.35 


part in Tokyo as the guest of an inti 
mate friend, an Englishwoman and a 
writer, Miss Mears saw native life down 
several vistas. One opened through the 
eyes of Akiko, young Japanese com- 


the lips of the woman Choyo, educated 
abroad and thenceforth out of place at 
home; others, through Japanese jour 
nalists and minor diplomats, who would 
talk to a foreign woman as they would 
not to their own wives and daughters. 

What Miss Mears saw and heard if V 
presented objectively. The reader dis 
covers that even “Westernized” houses 
in Tokyo lack elementary plumbing; 
that the differences between the course 
of a Japanese dinner consist largely of 
garnish and title; that it is unreasonable 
to expect a Japanese wife to be a host 
ess. The neighborhood radio blared of 
a “state of crisis”, which in 1935 wa 
to the American visitor a conundrum 
that no one would explain. She found 
Western culture purely a veneer, not 
assimilated by even the educated classes 
and utterly unknown in both the north 
ern island, Hokkaido, and the southem 
fishing coast where she vacationed. 


Sophisticated but far from jaded it 
interest, Miss Mears has recorded with 
perfect good taste the vivid impressions 
of an impartial observer. Her sturdy 
restraint is refreshing. One might hesi 
tate to agree with the ethics of het 
statement that “modesty has nothing t 
do” with the Japanese method of using 
public baths. One might wonder how 
a wideawake traveler could see little 
Christian influence in a country that 
is, in fact, ten percent converted. But 
no reader need hesitate to admire & 
wholly enjoyable book of travel. : 
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A FINE BOOK 
ON FIGHTING PLANES 


Wincs OF DEFENSE 

Capt. Burr W. Leyson Dutton, $2.50 
The author of this book was a fighter 
pilot in a single seater plane in the first 
World War. 

A native of the state of Washington 
he is graduate of numerous military 
schools, both here and abroad, and is a 
qualified pilot in both the United States 
and British armies. More important for 
pfesent purposes, he has the ability to 
write clearly and distinctly. This book 
describes and illustrates the various 
types of fighting planes, explains their 
differences, elucidates the strategy and 
tactics of air combat, glider and para- 
troop invasion, the science of bombing 
and the function of the various planes. 
It is easily the most readable and most 
easily understandable book of the kind 
that this reviewer has seen. 

Some 60 photographs add greatly to 
the attractiveness and instructive qual- 
ities of the book. 


* * * 


Virulent Anti-Catholic 
Pamphlets Withdrawn 
Quoted from Views & Reviews by 
Michael Williams in Commonweal: 
“The Brooklyn Tablet has- performed 
a highly beneficial service not only for 
the nation by its handling of the news, 
and its editorial comments thereon, of 
the Haldeman-Julius Company’s vol- 
untary withdrawal from publication of 
the virulently anti-Catholic pamphlets 
which it has been issuing, in compliance 
with the request of the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews. 
“Considering how grievously the evil 
witch-brew of racial and religious prej- 
udices has in the recent past contami- 
Mated the atmosphere of the vast 
borough of Brooklyn, and that its in- 
fectious fumes have poisoned the com- 
mon air in many other localities, it is 
most gratifying that the Tablet, with 
its widespread circulation and deep in- 
fluence, should give such deserved 
prominence to this welcome account of 
the work done by an organization in 
Which Christians, both Protestant and 
Catholic, and Jews can, and do, work 
together as friends, neighbors, citizens 
and religious people for the good of 
all.” 
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An Expert on China Reviews 


My FATHER IN CHINA 

By James Burke Farrar & Rinehart, $3.00 
Reviewed by George H. Dunne, S.J., 
Chicago, who lived and worked for 
many years in China. 

This is a worthwhile book. The biog- 
raphy of William Burke, a Southern 
Methodist missionary in China, by his 
son James. Burke, the book has a much 
more universal appeal than might be 
suspected. The life story of William 
Burke is the record of a man endowed 
only with ordinary qualities of mind, 
but possessed of an unusually full meas- 
ure of generosity of heart, devotion to 
the cause he served, and love for the 
people among whom he lived. Burke 
has given more than fifty years of his 
life to the Chinese people, nearly all of 
these years being spent in the city of 
Sunkiang, not far from Shanghai. More 
than a half century ago he founded the 








Social Encyclicals 
Of Pope Pius XI 
SociaL WELLSPRINGS 

Annotated and arranged 

by Joseph Husslein, SJ. Bruce, $4.00 
This second volume of 438 pages pub- 
lished Sept. 25th includes every impor- 
tant Encyclical of a social nature writ- 
ten by Pius XI. | 

Volume I contains 14 documents by 
Leo XIII covering his statements on so- 
cial principle. Volume I was likewise 
annotated by Father Husslein and was 
published by Bruce, price $3.00. 

The method of arrangement is sub- 
stantially the same as in Volume I. By 
using both heading and marginal title 
and by having each section numbered to 
correspond with a paragraph of the or- 
iginal text and with foreword, annota- 
tion, foot-notes and a comprehensive in- 
dex it would seem that everything pos- 
sible has been done to make this vital 
material easily accessible. 

Comment on the material itself should 
not be necessary. Teachers, preachers, 
social workers and students realize the 
growing appreciation and the great im- 
portance of the document. What this 
volume does is make these writings 
readily available in scholarly and pop- 


ular form. 
* * * 


From Ottawa, Canada 
“Your work is admirable and much 
needed.” 





Methodist mission in that city and its 
growth to the present day has been 
largely his work. At latest reports he 
was still living and working in Sun- 
kiang, where he had for long years en- 
joyed the esteem and often the love of 
all, high and low, and where now, with- 
out sacrificing anything of his loyalty 
to his Chinese he had won at least the 
esteem even of the Japanese invader. 
The more universal appeal of this 
book, however, lies in the realistic and 
accurate description of the Chinese peo- 
ple and their way of life in the Shang- 
hai area, particularly in Sunkiang. The 
author, himself born in China, reveals 
an intimate familiarity with and under- 
standing of at least this part of China. 
As one who spent some years in this 
region, this reviewer found himself over- 
whelmed by nostalgic memories as he 
read. All the old familiar sights and 
sounds sprang to life in his mind. And 
the people of Sunkiang— these were 
really the Chinese people he had known, 
infinitely more so than any Chinese 
character in any of Pearl Buck’s books. 


Probably an Innocent Blunder 


The Catholic reader will regret the 
author’s occasional use of the word 
“Romanist” in reference to Catholic 
missionaries. This is a word which car- 
ries connotations of bigotry from Eliza- 
bethan days. Its use has happily become 
out-moded. It is interesting to note that 
Burke himself should have been a Cath- 
olic. His grandfather, from County 
Cork, abandoned the faith when he 
married in this country. 

Unfortunate, too, is the bad slip on 
page 137 where the author refers to 
“Romanish laxity regarding their con- 
verts’ ancestral worship.” Apparently 
the author had heard something of the 
famous Rites Controversy of the 17th 


and early 18th centuries. Whatever 


might be one’s opinion (and most opin- 
ions on the subject are over-simplifica- 
tions of a complicated subject) of some 
of the practises of that earlier period, 
the simple truth is that, since the de- 
finitive settlement of that controversy 
in the early 18th century, the Roman 
Catholic practice in China has been 
strict,—some would say rigorous. 
Despite these, and a few other minor 
faults, the bonk is worthy of recom- 
mendation. 
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Wine of California 


Tue Cup AND THE SworD 


By Alice Tisdale Hobart Bobbs-Merrill 
Reviewed by O. A. Layne, Hollywood, 
California. 


Alice Tisdale Hobart, the author of Oil for 
the Lamps of China, Yang and Ying, and of 
Pioneering Where the World is Old, to men- 
tion three of her books, has with her return 
to the U.S.A., uncovered a new vein of 
Americana in The Cup and the Sword. This 
her latest book is a fictive account of the lives 
and loves, the intrigues, the hopes and the 
fears, of a family of four generations of vine- 
growers and wine-producers caught between 
their ambitions for riches, pride and place, and 
the consciousness of their spiritual heritage. 


An overtone to the story is the tragedy that 
Prohibition with its attendant evils wrought, 
to the near destruction of a great and hither- 
to-respected American industry. The under- 
tone is, to borrow a phrase from Mr. Hilaire 
Belloc, “in praise of Wine,” as the near- 
Sacrament it became in the eyes of the real 
leaders of the industry, who were artists 
rather than business magnates. To old Jean- 
Philippe Rambeau—French, Catholic, and ait- 
ist both in vine-growing and in wine-making, 
there was a soul to be discovered and devel- 
oped in the wine that he produced. He 
handled his vines and the juice of his grapes 
with the attention to detail, the passion for 
perfection, that actuates the artist. 


The book has atmosphere. California of the 
San Joaquin Valley and the Napa Valley of 
the North, where the dry Sacramental wines 
were made is the setting for this story. The 
characters one feels are people one has met, 
and they are rather brilliantly portrayed. 
Jean-Philippe Rambeau is an unforgettable 
old gentleman of eighty odd years, who is so 
determined that his Vineyards shall flourish 
after his death, that his Will lays a heavy 
burden upon the family. Parallel with this 
determination is the desire to instill into the 
veins of his now comfort-loving and acquisi- 
tive-minded family, by means of hard labor 
and straitened circumstances, a respect for the 
primitive virtues and the love of the Vine 
through pride of good workmanship. Marthe, 
his formidable daughter, has inherited her 
father’s strength of will and his executive 
ability but missed his gentler traits. The other 
leading characters are John, his grandson, up- 
on whose luckless shoulders Jean-Philippe’s 
mantle of genius for “knowing” wine and the 
vines has fallen; and Elizabeth, the grand- 
daughter from England. 


There are one or two situations in the book 
that some readers will find unpleasant, but 
they are such as would happen in life, and be 
it said to the credit of Mrs. Hobart, she 
resolves them ethically. 


* w * 


Carry ME Back 

Rebecca Yancey Williams Dutton, $3.00 
America: “Here is Life with Father and 
Junior Miss rolled into one in the pages 
of a really delightful book.” 


| 
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THE Roap TO VICTORY 
Archbishop Francis J. Spellman 

(Published October 19th) Scribner’s, $1.75 
Looking back over history we think 
of certain periods when the fate of the 
nation seemed to be dependent on the 
outcome of a particular battle. It is 
hard for us, however, to see similar 
situations in their true perspective when 
they are nearer to us or when we are 
ourselves a part of them. 

In this book the Archbishop of New 
York, who is Military Vicar of the 
armed forces of the United States be- 
gins his introduction by this statement: 

“America faces one of the greatest 
crises in her history, a crisis as grave 
as Valley Forge and Gettysburg. Vic- 
tory will not come because we, the 
people of America, wish it. It will come 
only if we, the people of America, win 
it. Freedom is not a commodity that 
once possessed is never lost.” 

This is not a book about military 
strategy nor material preparation. It 
goes into much more important matters, 
probing particularly into the causes of 
those diseases which infest civilization. 

“A thousand years of history” says 
the author “roll backwards and for- 
wards before our bewildered gaze and 
stun us with the implication of the 
years that lie ahead. Sacred promises 
are broken; moral laws are in con- 
tempt; human life is cheap.” 

Devoting his first chapter to Our 
God-given Rights, the author proceeds 
to the reason why the world is at war, 
he traces in the Spirit of the Declara- 
tion of Independence the Christian 
teaching on the Divine origin of author- 
ity and on the “sacred rights of the 
family and the individual.” 

Men and women must lift their gaze 
above the present dark horizon or they 
may succumb to despair and defeat. 
“Faith is the Lost Horizon which we 
must find and the world must find.” 

Since religion is the source of democ- 
racy we must instruct our children in 
Christian truth to save them from the 
errors of the age. To be “good citizens 
of the City of God .. . it follows cer- 
tainly that they will be good citizens 
of the City of Man.” 

The mission of the Church is social 
as well as religious and must use her 
“teaching authority because it comes to 
her as a sacred trust.” From Pius XII 


GREATEST CRISIS IN HISTORY 


+ 
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the author quotes “The Sword Cannot 
Breed Peace,” and explains the reasons 
—he explores the “Two Anchors— 
Patriotism and Religion” and goes on 
to point out that we must “try religion,” 
—looking first to ourselves. “If we have 
been neglectful in the past,-we can start 
to pray now,”—‘“‘Ours must be a war 
fare on a higher plane.” 

His Excellency gives us words of en 
couragement and he also tells us the 
meaning of this war: 

“Tf ever it were possible for a nation 
to fight out of a motive of charity to 
neighbor as well as for its own life 
that possibility and that actuality are 
ours today. If ever we have looked for 
a deeper meaning in the stars and 
stripes of our flag, the white of justice 
and the red of charity, we know we 
have found it today. Every moment, 
every drop of blood and of sweat, every 
hour of fatiguing labor, every wound of 
our poor, torn humanity can and must 
be consecrated today to the defense of 
our country and the cause of charity, 
which is ultimately God’s cause.” 


* * * 


INFALLIBILITY 


It should be unnecessary to say that 
no one is under compulsion to agree 
with anything we say or do—or that 
reviewers appearing in our columns are 
expressing their own opinions. 

Fortunately, we are not infallible. It 
is quite possible we may at times be 
wrong. Our task is not exactly simple. 
To furnish ratings on a few dozen books, 
many of which have been published for 
six months or a year, has been consid 
ered a laudable undertaking. We have 
been trying to furnish accurate ap 
praisals on hundreds of books just off 
the presses, and we gather thousands of 
comments which we do not print, either 
because they would add nothing, or be 
cause they go into angles in which we 
believe our readers are not interested. 

When we show ratings without ac 
companying quotations they are based 
either on the conclusions of other re 
liable publications that do likewise, of 
on composite opinions, including those 
of “readers” who furnish suggested 


















._ = 


= 


gS 


BSSEB SSBB EBRFZAS8S EB 


[a 


arancnaPetreseseBeB ee & 


mo 


aay 





Devore 3s xo. & 





ratings without further comment. 
We repeat these points to make sure 
that there should be no misunders 


ings. 
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WHAT’S IN A NOVEL 
By Helen E. Haines Columbia U. Press, $2.75 


Reviewed by Raphael H. Gross, C.PP.S., 
St. Joseph’s College, Collegeville, Indi- 
gna, a member of our Advisory Board. 


This is a book about books, with a 
difference. At last those who are 
constantly taunted with the question, 
“What’s in a novel?” have a source 
of ammunition, and can fire back. Miss 
Haines attempts — and one must keep 
her purpose in mind—to show that 
the modern novel has taken on a very 
serious mission. No longer can the sin- 
cere reader of worthwhile novels be 
accused of “wasting his time”: con- 
temporary fiction has to a large extent 
replaced other forms of writing. It gives 
information, Miss Haines holds, and 
discusses the social, religious, philo- 
sophical problem of past and present 
with all the high earnestness of poetry 
and the essay. 


With a wide personal acquaintance 
the author reviews the fiction of the 
past twenty years and groups it accord- 
ing to types. The present-day historical 
novel, for instance, with its detailed and 
accurate facts, adds to the stature of 
the historian by lending interpretation 
and atmosphere beyond the power of 
the historian. Regional fiction, superced- 
ing the “local-color,” tries to integrate 
the different elements in a national cul- 
ture “into a unified pattern of ideals 
and achievement.” There are the recent 
fictional studies in sociology and indus- 
tty, a la Steinbeck. The Utopian and 
the crime novel receive attention. A 
chapter on the “world-view” of Euro- 
pean fiction is included, as is a well- 
done chapter on Latin American novel- 
ists and their work. 


Many students of Miss Haines’ book 
will, however, find the section on 
“Values and Relationships” difficult, if 
hot confusing. Since the literary ‘and 
ethical values of the novel are here en- 
tirely neglected, the readers. of “What’s 
ima Novel” (and every reader of any 
book, for that matter!) will do well to 
fortify themselves by a generous study 
of the standards laid down in Elizabeth 
Monroe’s splendid work, The Novel and 
Society.* 


In her choice of illustrative books for 


-} ch group, Miss Haines is certainly 


impartial. Not-too-familiar names and 
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OF NOVELS 


faces meet one on almost every page. 
And because the author has thrown so 
many books—good, bad and indifferent 
—into the various classifications, the 
uninitiated reader must turn to such a 
guide as Miss Monroe or, better still, 
Books ON TrIAL for safe conduct. To 
librarians, to book-selectors and their 
kin, “What’s in @ Novel” will be in- 
valuable. Though Miss Haines chats 
rather informally, many readers may 
find her work heavy going now and 
then. 


* By N. Elizabeth Monroe U. of N.C. Press, 1941, $3.00 


EVERYMAN’S THEOLOGY 
By Leo Von Rudloff, S.T.D. Bruce, $2.00 


Reviewed by Staff Member J. M. Lelen. 


Once upon a time a passer-by hurled 
an objection against the Faith before a 
member of the Church. The member of 
the Church answered the objection. 


The story is not true, of course. More 
probably he said “I don’t know” or 
“Ask the Reverend,” or he may even 
have punched the other’s head—which 
is not an answer, but a confession that 
one cannot answer because of extensive 
and repulsive ignorance. Whatever he 
did, he hurt the interests of God, he 
hurt a soul, he deprived himself of grace 
and glory. Now the ignorance of friend- 
ly inquirers may become our own guilt 
if we do not strive to enlighten: them. 
Ours is the glorious duty to grasp— 
yes, to get and grab—the opportunity to 
teach them. This we owe to God and 
to ourselves. Dainty members of a 
thorn-crowned Head, woe to us if we 
are not the advertisers of the House 
of Truth. Woe to us if we are caitiff 
cowards ever ready to barter away 
the Truth as we see it. Yet our teach- 
ing, either oral or written, must be 
done prudently as well as zealously, 
“running not as at an uncertainty, 
fighting not as one beating the air.” 
(I Cor. ix. 26.) 


Repulsive is ignorance. Very danger- 
ous also: it is the worst enemy of Chris- 
tianity. It is true that “the just lives by 
faith,” not by knowledge. But our faith 
must be an intelligent faith, “able to 
give a reason for that faith which is 
in us.” It is not only with our heart 
and soul that we must love and serve 
God: it is with our mind. This book 
will lead us to do so. 
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PAUL KINIERY, Ph.D 

In accordance with our policy of an- 
nouncing staff members as their con- 
tributions appear we have great pleas- 
ure in advising our readers that Dr. 
Paul Kiniery, Assistant Dean of Loyola 
University Graduate School, Chicago, 
is now a member of our Advisory Board. 

Dr. Kiniery is a man of many inter- 
ests. He is president of the Carroll 
Forum of Chicago, probably the most 
successful of its kind in the country, 
and has contributed to many leading 
publications. 

In this issue he reviews How War 
Came and Face To The Sun. 

, com 


Mexican Story 
THE Days or OFELIA 

By Gertrude Diamant Houghton, $2.75 

To Catholic teachers, librarians, and 
others interested in reading guidance 
for young people— who may be in- 
fluenced by the fulsome praise of ad- 
vertisements and reviews to buy this 
book—a word of caution. The blurb on 
the jacket reads: “A book about Mexico 
that cuts through the surface and shows 
you the living people.” If the “living 
people” of Mexico are the Indians and 
low-caste Mestizos, this laudation may 
be accepted, for the Mexico the author 
discusses is the Mexico of these ele- 
ments. 

With guide book in hand, as it were, 
the author journeyed to this one-time- 
great old Catholic land, primarily to see 
cathedrals and to witness at first hand 
the colorful fiestas. She became inter- 
ested in the country, however, began to 
give intelligence tests to the Indians and 
Mestizos, and decided to remain for a 
further reconnoiter. Having rented an 
apartment and engaged a maid, she dis- 
covered in the vicinity the family of a 
nightwatchman, one of whose thirteen 
children her maid happened to be. The 
author studied this family and a few 
others of like caste in the environment 
of her street and upon her return to 
America published the story of her so- 
journ in a district of Mexico City not 
familiar to the tourists. As the title 
shows, the story centers about her ex- 
periences with her Mexican maid, the 
ten-year-old Ofelia. 


Honest, But Over-drawn 


The writer is a non-Catholic, and her 
efforts to be sympathetic lack reality. 
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It is true that she does not irritate her 
readers by an attitude of maudlin senti- 
ment or superciliousness; but she does 
display, unconsciously perhaps, unmis- 
takable feelings of superiority. Through- 
out the book there is an over-emphasis 
on illicit relations; and while she per- 
mits her ten-year-old maid occasionally 
to act her age, she more frequently de- 
picts her as a precocious miss of seven- 
teen summers. The book is well-written. 
Is it attractive in illustrations and for- 
mat, and contains interesting details. 
The author seems to have grasped some- 
thing of the Indian and Mestizo psy- 
chology, but she shows quite plainly her 
sympathy with the Indianisms of the 
Revolution—with Communism. 

The Days of Ofelia is the co-selection 
of the Book-of-the-Month Club with 
The Raft,* the latter as clean and as 
fine adventure as has appeared in book 
form during recent years. 


—Sister Mary Canisius, S.C.N. 
Professor of English and Book Selection 
at Nazareth College, Louisville, Ky. 


*Reviewed in September issue. 


* * * 


Simply Stated Truths 


Tue Sotution Is Easy 

Mark Schmid, O.S.B. Pustet, $2.00 
Reviewed by Albert M. Schreiber, OSB. of 
Corpus Christi College, Corpus Christi, Texas, 
a member of our Editorial Staff. 

There is something stimulating as well as 
fascinating in the stating of great truths sim- 
ply. The activating impact of their force and 
power become readily felt. That is the reason 
why The Solution Is Easy should receive a 
warm welcome from the many who through 
the book will either discover or re-discover the 
depth and splendor of Scholastic Philosophy. 
Particularly will this be true for the average 
layman, who, long accustomed to think of 
formal philosophy as something completely out 
of his reach, finds here a simple. presentation 
of truth and of the problems of life as they 
are rooted in philosophy, together with a ra- 
tiona! solution of them. For too long the aver- 
age person has been frightened away from a 
study of philosophy because of the technical 
terminology and the endless distinctions and 
cumbersome sub-distinctions which, he felt, 
only the trained mind could hope to follow 
and understand. This objection has been done 
away with by Father Schmid’s book, and any 
validity that could have sustained the objec- 
tion must be considered over-ruled. 

The book deserves a wide circulation, will 
be valuable as a “refresher,” and should by 
‘virtue of its clarity—although occasionally 
lacking because of parenthetical interpolation 
—help toward intensifying the trend back “to 
the more stable truths which perennially guide 
right thinking people.” 
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The Spiritual Front 


THE JUDGEMENT OF NATIONS 

By Christopher Dawson Sheed & Ward, $2.50 
Reviewed by John O’Connor, who writes 
the column Literary Cavalcade now 
running in numerous newspapers. 

In The Judgement of the Nations 
Christopher Dawson has produced what 
is possibly his best book thus far. As a 
writer Dawson has come a long way 
from the dry, factual work such as The 
Age of the Gods and the heavy style 
found in The Making of Europe. In his 
previous efforts he has concerned him- 
self with the great historical movements 
of the past. This time he considers the 
present day chaos, its historical origins 
and possible future. Our author sees 
two possible futures: either the decline 
of society into a sterile, depersonalized 
culture in which the individual person 
will have no worth, or—slimmer chance 
—the resurgence of Christian ideals 
that might well lead to a renaissance. 


Dawson is probably the only man 
today who could have written such a 
book. As the years have passed he has 
gained a more fluent pen, an easier 
style. His scholarship is not the slap- 
dash work of a zealot who rushes into 
fields where he has no business or who 
fancies himself an authority upon a 
subject after dabbling with it for six 
months. Mr. Dawson presents us with 
a challenge: it is the spiritual front that 
will eventually decide the fate of man 
and of democracy. 

It is time we dropped the ‘mousy’ 
attitude and stood up to be counted as 
soldiers of Christ. It may smack of 
belligerency but the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation was not meant for spiritual 
sissies. We will, with the help of God 
and in the spirit of charity either win 
our own spiritual battles now with much 
sacrifice or be put to death ‘by intol- 
erant Caeser for the sake of intolerant 
truth’.” 


Christopher D » Academy b of the 
GALLERY OF LIVING CATHOLIC AUTHORS, is 
vice-president of the Sword of the Spirit, the 
organization sponsored by Cardinal Hinsley which 
is successfully upholding and spreading the prac- 
tice of Christian principles in Great Britain. The 
honorary secretary, Miss Barbara Ward, on a visit 
to the United States, spoke of Dawson’s wide 
influence, and said, “‘He’s the only one both the 
Left and Right will listen to.” 





* * * 


From a Kansas City Library 
“T think that Books on TriAt is the 
most valuable periodical our library 
takes. I would not be without it.” 
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Spain’s Tragedy 
FACE TO THE SUN 

By Arthur R. McGratty, SJ. 
Reviewed by Dr. Paul Kiniery, Assi 
Dean of the Graduate School, Loyola 
University; is a member of our Ad. 
visory Board. 

Before reading this novel dealing 
with the Nationalist-Communist war jp 
Spain, 1936-1939, it would be advisable 
for the reader to first study the “Pref. 
ace by the General Editor,” written by 
the Rev. Joseph Husslein, S.J., Ph.D, 
In this section, Father Husslein remarks 
that this book “. . . presents us witha 
plain, accurate, perfectly honest and re. 
liable picture of what Communism has 
meant in Spain. From it we can con 
clude what it would mean in England, 
the United States, and other English 
speaking countries, if allowed unhi- 
dered power.” In order not to be mis. 
understood, Father Husslein also writes: 
“We love the Russian people who are 
heroically pouring out their lifeblood to 
drive from their soil the ruthless Nazi 
invader,” but he further states, “On one 
point Rome and Bolshevist Moscow are 
agreed—namely, that religion and Com 
munism are forever incompatible.” 


Timely Expose of Communist 
Influence 

Against this background of explana 
tion, the book should be read. It is an 
account of what happened to one Spat- 
ish family as a result of the efforts 
made by the Reds to overthrow all 
semblance of government in Spain, it 
1936. The plot is simple, dealing with 
the background of the civil war in Book 
One; with the defense of the Alcazar 
in Toledo in Book Two; and with the 
horrors associated with warfare in the 
vicinity of Teruel, in Book Three. De 
finite association between the Russial 
and Spanish Communists is given from 
official utterances (p. 130); lists am 
presented of the hundreds of churches 
destroyed under the rule of the so-called 


Republic (p. 131); the plans are givel 
of the Communists to overthrow all 
government in Spain (p. 135); and the 


indifference of the government to 


lence is plainly presented (p. 139), 
Synthetizing the whole movement, it 
tended to destroy Spain as a nation, 
was the statement of Hernandez, a 
“ 

United Front has been instituted in#@ 
thousand forms — the compelling drive 
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packing the entire movement is the 
Communist Party” (p. 210). 

It is a lengthy and interesting novel; 
it is written by a Jesuit, and approved 
by two other Jesuits; it bears the nihil 
obstat of the very erudite censor of the 
Milwaukee archdiocese and the impri- 
matur of the learned and most reverend 
Archbishop of Milwaukee. This reviewer 
recommends it, especially to those who 
have denied Communist domination of 


‘| Spain in 1936. 


—Pavut Kintery, Px.D. 
Loyola University, Chicago 


w x * 


“My River’’ 
THE WISCONSIN 
August Derleth, illus. by John Stewart Curry 
Farrar and Rinehart 
(The reviewer grew up within two 
blocks of the Wisconsin. To her it is 
“My River’ ) 

A reader looking for a definitive ac- 
count of the Wisconsin River Valley 
should not refer to Mr. Derleth’s con- 
tribution to the deservedly famous 
“Rivers of America” books. For, as he 
calls attention in his Acknowledgments, 
“It should be clear readily enough that 
I have made no attempt to write a 
comprehensive history of the Wisconsin 
or its valley . . .” Instead he has 
written in his latest book, The Wiscon- 
sin, a warm, understanding story of the 
river which so many of us Wisconsin 
Natives intimately call not “our river” 
but “my river” as Mr. Derléth himself 
discovered while visiting in the many 
Cities and villages preparatory to the 
writing of his book. 

The Wisconsin will, undoubtedly, 
have the greatest attraction for just 
such Wisconsin people whose lives the 
tiver has regulated since their cradle 
days. To them, as to this reviewer, it 
will be the dear joy of hearing again 
the muffled deep flow of the river at 
night before sleep comes; it will give 
to them once more, no matter where 
they are, that exhilarating aliveness 
Which comes while watching the water 
crazily churn itself into a high spray 
as it hurls down on the high rocks at 
the foot of the rapids. 


A Story of Free Enterprise 


The book recounts the rise and fall 
of Wisconsin’s chief industries: fur- 
trading, lead - mining, hop - gathering, 
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lumbering and logging and finally, and 
it would seem permanently, dairying. 

But the book is like a precious family 
album—you can’t stop looking at it 
and remembering; you never finish 
telling about this person and that, this 
place and that happening. 

It is the Wisconsin River’s family- 
album which all the Wisconsin relatives 
will want to look at and exclaim over. 
It is a book as Mr. Derleth says in 
his final beautiful paragraph, for “all 
those men agd women who go about 
their work day after day, conscientious, 
living from day to day, often totally 
unaware of the natural beauty of the 
land in which they live. Small lives. 
Perhaps. But they too, all those who 
are doing their work in life as well as 
they can, are playing their part in the 
history of the Wisconsin River valley, 
building the strength of democracy, as 
did those countless thousands who went 
before them.” 

—SIsTER M. MADELEINE 
Sopuie, S.S.N.D. 
Saint Mary High School 
Burlington, Wiconsin 


* * * 


WE Must SAVE THE REPUBLIC 

Stephen A. Day Flanders Hall, $1.00 
Sterling North in The Chicago Daily 
News: “Ordinarily we do not review 
‘vanity’ publications or crack-pot politi- 
cal pamphlets financed from the office 
of Dr. Joseph Paul Goebbels in Ber- 
Say 

“But courtesy to a local author de- 
mands some slight attention to the opus 
of Congressman Stephen A. Day (still 
‘at large’) whose book has already re- 
ceived such plaudits and encomia from 
the Deutscher Weckruf und Beobacher. 

“Among what is _ euphemistically 


known as ‘wrong guessers,’ Day’s bat-. 


ting average is 1,000. ‘It is quite likely’ 
he pontificated, ‘that we shall never be 
engaged in the foreign wars now raging. 


* * * 


Catholic Encyclopedia 


A limited number of the 17-volume 
edition, including the 1922 supplement, 
are again available. This is not a re- 
vision but a recent reprinting from the 
original plates. 

There are 15 frontispieces in color— 
full page half-tones on coated paper— 
body is 40 lb. English finish paper. 
Price $85.00, f.o.b. New York. 
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Prayer Book- Missal 


MoMENts WitH Gop 

Edward F. Garesché, SJ. 
The first section of this new arrange- 
ment contains Prayers In Common Use, 
followed by the Ordinary of the Mass. 
A lettering arrangement makes it easy 
to turn to the Mass For The Day which 
follows—arranged as in missals for Sun- 
days and Feast-days. 

This is followed by the favorite, fa- 
miliar prayers of the old prayer books 
and in addition 120 prayers that are 
new—to meet the special need of our 
time. 

The new version of the New Testa- 
ment is followed. Size 4x6—532 pages— 
less than one inch thick. 

In Cloth—$2.50; Keratol—$3.25. 

Pearl Grain Levant — Gold Edges 
$5.00; American Morocco, Gold Edges 
$5.00. 

On account of difficulty on materials 
the Morocco edition will be available 
only while the present stock lasts. 

* * * 
“Soul of the Law” 

The above is the title of a new 582- 
page book by William Francis Clarke, 
dean of the College of Law, DePaul 
University, Chicago. 

To be published in early November 
—Price $4.00 postpaid. 

“That the practice of law must not be 
considered apart from principles” is em- 
phasized in a series of related essays 
adapted particularly for the beginner. 

“ |. . a book that will contribute a 
basis for a common meeting ground of 
layman and lawyer,” according to the 
dust jacket. 


Bruce 


* * * 
Tue Risinc WIND 

Sr. M. Edwardine $2.00 

The poems in this slender volume will strike 
many a responsive chord in the hearts of 
Catholic readers. Here is the comforting assur- 
ance and beauty of our faith, set forth with 
moving simplicity and delicacy. Like almost 
all other poets, her work is uneven; at its best 
it possesses a pure clarity of outlook on both 
the natural and the supernatural. The poems 
about Christ, His Church, and His Mother, 
and about the cloister entered for His sake 
are especially eloquent. The lyrics have a 
haunting quality belied by their apparent 
fragility. 

Sister Mary Edwardine is Principal of St. 
Andrew’s High School in Saginaw, Michigan. 
Many of her poems have appeared in various 
Catholic magazines, and a group of them won 
the major poetry award in the Hopwood con- 
test at the University of Michigan in the 1941 
summer session. 

—DorotHy Posey 
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A Michigan Saga 
INGA OF PORCUPINE MINE 

Caroline R. Stone Holiday House, $2.00 
Marion McCandless, Saint Mary’s Col- 
lege, Notre Dame, Indiana. A member 
of the Advisory Board of Booxs ON 
TRIAL. 

A saga in miniature of the rugged 
people of the Michigan iron-ore regions, 
Inga’s story is told by one who knows 
and loves that country well. The Corn- 
ish father and the Finnish mother of 
this engaging little girl are sympatheti- 
cally portrayed through Inga’s ambition 
to earn money for a course in Art 
School. The customs of other lands are 
adapted to the Michigan scene as Inga 
goes picknicking or skiing, as she trims 
a Christmas tree or attends the County 
Fair, and as she sells pasties and pil- 
lows of pine needles to achieve her goal 
of going away to school. There is the 
“big house on the hill” whose mistress 
provides a happy surprise for the bud- 
ding young artist. Through this whole- 
some picture of current American life 
romps Juka, the Collie who is Inga’s 
boon companion. 

Librarians for grade and high school 
students will find this a popular and 
absorbing book, one that will always be 
“off the shelf.” 


* * * 


FOLLOW THE Drum 

Andre Norton Penn Pub. Co., $2.00 
A story of thrilling adventure in pioneer 
America which will appeal to both boys 
and girls in their teens. The beautiful 
heroine meets hardships and trials in 
the New World, but her courage and 
determination overcome all difficulties. 
A happy and satisfactory ending will 
please the young reader. 


—MILDRED FITZGERALD 


* * * 


Prizes for Reviews 


For 7th and 8th Grades 


The publisher of The Good Bad Boy 
is offering prizes for the best review of 
this new book by the popular author of 
numerous Juveniles. 

The contest closes Dec. 15th. Official 
entry blanks must be used. Order your 
books and blanks now. List price $1.50. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER PEOPLE 


The Lost Star 
For Grades 3 to 6 


STELLA Matutina—A Star Story 

Marylis Franciscan Missionaries, $1.50 
Reviewed by Sr. M. Salome, Editorial 
Staff member. 

Entitled so because a shooting star 
tells a story to Mimi, a little girl. The 
story has it that once upen a time the 
tiniest angel in heaven lost his star and 
was disconsolate until he regained it 
through the good offices of Mary, the 
lovely Queen of Heaven. Besides the 
Christ Child and His Blessed Mother, 
the star, the little girl, and a tiny angel 
are the story characters. The implica- 
tion of the story is that the giving of 
presents at Christmas time, especially 
to the poor, stimulates the heavens to 
outdo the humans. The angels give 
presents here and the Blessed Mother 
supervises the distribution. One marvels 
at the beauty of the literary conception 
and the high artistry of these nineteen 
pages. The book will make an exquisite 
Christmas present for children from 
grades three to six. 

* bs * 
For Ages 5 to 10 
STORY OF THE GREAT LAKES 

Marie E. Gilchrist Harper, $1.00 
The story of pioneering days on the 
central waterways and the development 
of the central section. 

* * * 
For Ages 4 to 8 
ANNUNCIATA AND THE SHEPHERDS 

Janette Sebring Lowrey Harpers, $1.00 
This 35-page book tells the story of the 
Christmas pageant that was brought to 
this country by the Franciscan Fathers, 

| said to be carried on at San An- 
tonio, Texas, up to the present. Illus- 


trated. 
bg * * 


Lucky PIECE 10 and up. 
Barbara Fleury Macmillan, $1.75 
No one who has read Faith the Root 
needs be told of the author’s ability to 
write charmingly. She can not only 
write but she knows, from her experi- 
ence as a school librarian, what children 
like. This is the story of Jim—age 11— 
living disconsolately at the Orphans’ 
Home—earning his first pennies—a 3- 
cent lucky piece—his advance to con- 
fidence and happiness. Excellent. 






The Nation’s No. I 


GABRIEL CHURCHKITTEN 

Margot Austin Dutton, $1.09 
Surpasses Peter Churchmouse in story 
and pictures—and Peter was the Ng 
tion’s No. 1 Juvenile Best-Seller, stil] 
going strong. For tots up to 7. (A spe 
cial boxed gift set of both Peter and 
Gabriel for the boys and girls may be 
had for $2.00.) 

* * * 

“T HAvE Just BEGUN TO FIGHT” 

Com. Edward Ellsburg Dodd, Mead, $2.50 

For boys 10 to 14 

Captain of a merchant ship at 21 and 
Commander of the first Naval vessel 
to carry the Stars and Stripes, John 
Paul Jones is one of the most colorful 
heroes in American history. This is his 
story. 

Three full page pictures in color— 
24 in black and white. 

* * * 

THREE MEN IN A Boat 

Jerome K. Jerome 
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Scribner’s, $1.50 
New edition of famous classic—illustra- 


tions especially for children. 
* bs * 


°Teen Age Mystery Story 
SECRET OF THE DarK House 

Frances Y. Young Couples and Leon, 50¢ 
Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, Editorial Staf 
member. 

This mystery story for girls is not a “scary” 
tale nor a ghost story. Although not out and 
out Catholic, it is so in thought and ideals, for 
it stresses repeatedly the charm of family life 

An ordinary girl, living an ordinary life and 
the member of an ordinary family, Jean dif 
fers from the ordinary run of girls in that she 
possesses a highly inquiring mind. This cause 
her to analyze any person, place or thing that 
suggests the unusual or the questionable. Some 
of this urge can be attributed to Jean’s pat 
sion for reading detective stories. Of all things, 
she would be a detective. 

The first stimulus to her mystery-loving 
mind was Flower, a charming but very shy 
stranger in the school. A taciturn chauffeur, @ 
huge dark house, a series of strange robberies 
and a secretive old man fall next under her 
scrutiny. Before her self-appointed job is end- 
ed, her parents, brothers, sisters, police, @ 
famous young detective, her pet dog Smufi— 
all are involved and all enjoy the unexpected j 
but very happy surprise which climaxes this 
exciting story for the teen age. 

Miss Young is “all out” for juvenile “st 
cret” books. For this she is to be commended, 
for the field lacks wholesome material. Of 
this author’s books to date, Secret of the Book 
Shop deserves unstinted praise as a Catholit 
mystery story. It ranks high with the children 
who have read it. * 
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Oregon Trail 
Ages 9 to 12 


PEACE PIPES AT PORTAGE 

Ada Claire Darby Stokes, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, San- 
dusky, Ohio. 

Boys and girls who know anything of Sac- 
agawea, the Indian woman that accompanied 
Lewis and Clark on the Oregon Trail, will 
) read this book with unabated interest, for this 
is the story of her little son, Pomp. 

In Baptism Pomp received the name of 
John Baptiste. At the end of the famous ex- 
pedition, Clark adopted little Baptiste and 
called him Pompey. Young Baptiste, living in 
old St. Louis, was proud to be the foster son 
of the explorer-hero of the Northwest. He 
did not know who his father and mother 
were. Being a healthy youngster, entirely taken 
up with his wild surroundings and ‘Captain 
Billy,’ he did not wonder very much about 
his real parentage until the events of that 
crucial year, after the War of 1812, when 
Clark did his greatest work in cementing 
peace with hostile Indian tribes. Then Bap- 
tiste’s own boyish share in those days of dan- 
ger and uncertainty taught him the quality 
of courage and the splendor of heroism that 
went into the making of the pioneer West, and 
he was ready for the revelation of the secret 
of his birth. 

This is a true story, full of vitality and hu- 
man interest. The background and characters 
are authentic and the event which forms a 
climax in the story is a very dramatic one. 
Factually, we have here an episode in Amer- 
ican pioneer history which boys and girls from 
nine to twelve will thrill to. Miss Darby has 
clothed the historic outline with life and 
beauty. For grades 5 and up. 

* * 


* 
*Teen Age Boys 
Boys’ Camp 
Max Siegel Penn, $2.00 


“... young lads reading Boys’ Camp 
will not put down the book until they 
have finished the last satisfying page. I 
know from experience—I gave the book 
to my son!” 
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Chicago —DMItpreED FITZGERALD 

Chicago Daily News: “Max Siegel 
knows and likes boys. The years he has 
given to working with them in the 
American Boys’ Commonwealth have 
well fitted him to write with unusual 
understanding. . . . 

“The book has everything that a boy 
in his teens will enjoy.” 

* * * 


INDIANS! 
THe MatcHiock GuN 
Walter D. Edmonds Dodd, Mead, $2.00 
For ages 7 to 11 
A true story of young American cour- 
age—a boy protecing mother and sister 
against marauding Indians. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





The Tall Mother Goose, $1.00 
For Ages 3 and Up 


Our customers agree with the 
publishers that this book is “a riot 
of fun and color.” 

150 pictures and rhymes—50 in 
full color—and by FEODOR RO- 
JANKOVSKY. 


It’s dear old lady goose all right 
but you’ll be surprised how she’s 
changed—and if parents don’t en- 
joy it along with the children then 
WE’LL BE SURPRISED! 


* * * 


Tue Runaway DEER 
Barbara Fleury 


(Published 1938. Reprinted.) 

Attractively illustrated by Lilly Somppi, 
this is a story of a young deer that wandered 
from Deer Park when a storm broke the 
fences. After thrilling adventures on city 
streets he was happy to get back to the Park. 


* * * 


Macmillan, $1.00 


THOMAS THE Goop THIEF 
Julie Bedier and Louise Trevisan 
Longmans, Green, $1.00 
Extension: “A delightful story for chil- 
dren which tells the adventures of a 
Catholic Chinese orphan boy who out- 
wits pirates. 
* * * 


By Sr. Mary Jean 
Lap oF LIMA 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt The Torch, $1.75 
Life of Blessed Martin for children 
beautifully illustrated by Sister Mary 
Jean, O.P. 


oe 
MUSICAL 
Lupwic BEETHOVEN 


Opal Wheeler Dutton, $2.00 
Biography for boys and girls—to enrich 
their musical experience. 
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Sigrid Undset 
Happy Times: In Norway 
Sigrid Undset Knopf, $2.00 


John S. Kennedy, a member of our 
Editorial Staff, begins a lengthy review 
of this book in the Hartford, Conn., 
Transcript as follows: 

Any adult who does not read Sigrid 
Undset’s newest work because it is a 
children’s book, will be making a great 
mistake. For Happy Times in Norway 
is not only a vivid and charming re- 
construction of a way of life brutally 
brought to a halt by the Nazi invasion 
of Norway, it is also a revealing por- 
trait of the finest woman novelist of 
our time in the midst of her family. 
And, of course, it is superiatively well 
written. 

We quote further: 


Family Feeling 


I suppose that no book for children 
ever contained such writing as there 
is in Happy Times in Norway. Mme. 
Undset has lavished her talent on it, 
and children who have had a surfeit of 
the patronizing, condescending kind of 
books thrust upon them, will, I feel, 
relish the result. It is a lively narrative 
spiced with humor and jewelled with 
those small, revealing incidents which 
it takes a great artist to note and to 
reproduce properly. 


% On request we will send a 
20-page Catalog of Books ap- 
proved by leading Catholic 
School and Library authorities. 


% These books are grouped 
according to general subject 


classification. 


% Titles arranged alphabeti- 
cally. 


*% The Grade Level of each 
book has been carefully deter- 
mined and indicated. 


% A postal card will bring this 
L-S Book List. 
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K. C. in the °80’s 
Good Adult Novel 


THE Doxiar GOoLp PIECE 
Virginia Swain Farrar & Rinehart, $2.75 


The Curtain rises in 

Kansas City and we meet in his man- 
sion. 

Tom Hull, a local live-stock tycoon— 
,among but not of his fellow residents 
on “the hill.” 


—and Leonora (called Leo) — his 
daughter — heiress apparent to $3,- 
000,000 — but without intimates — 
vaguely lonely—troubled by fears of 
a mysterious ailment. 


Cathie is also there—an orphan, lately 
from Abilene and a foggy past—Os- 
tensibly she is given a-home by Tom 
Hull as a debt of gratitude to an 
old friend. Secretly Hull hopes her 
presence will enliven daughter Leo’s 
life—and it does, with the aid of 


Rolf Bennett, adventurer de luxe, 
whose eastern airs captivate not only 
the clients of 


Jim Willett, unscrupulous real estate 
plunger, but, eventually, Leo also. 
Romance blooms — and when the 
wedding cake is cut Rolf finds in his 
piece, 

The Dollar Gold Piece—symbol of 
his successful courtship. 


But soon, Willett begins to press for a 
share of the fortune—threatening an 
expose of the handsome Rolf if he 
fails to get it. Willett faces financial 
disaster. Tom Hull dies. The effect 
of Cathie’s early lack of training 
becomes more apparent—and Leo’s 
native talents awaken — masks dis- 
solve—the reader can’t stop now— 
nor can we divulge too much! 


Ambition, Envy, Love, Malice. Realism 
not over done. Not a book that young 
people should be interested in read- 
ing, but one that will hold the interest 
of adults throughout. 

—T. E. 
* * * 


‘The World’s Great 


Catholic Literature ? 


Macmillan will publish a book by 
George N. Shuster, president of Hunter 
College, N. Y. City, under the above 
title. A review will appear in our next 
issue. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


ANOTHER “MAN WHO” 


THE FAMILY THAT OVER-TOOK CHRIST 

M. Raymond, 0.C.S.0. Kenedy, $2.75 
The Family that Over-took Christ is an 
arresting, curiosity-arousing title by the 
author of The Man Who Got Even With 
God. It is written in an easier more fe- 
licitous style than the previous work. 
Reading it is a thrilling adventure in 
hagiography. 

The life story of St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux, his parents, Venerable Tes- 
celin of Fontaines and Blessed Alice of 
Montbar; his brothers, Guy, Gerard, 
Andrew, Bartholomew, and Nivard; his 
sister Humbeline, all of whom joined 
him in giving all to God for love of God, 
is here written in the form of a novel. 
The utmost attention has been given to 
historic facts and background. Conver- 
sation is supplied in character with 
known events, frequently in twentieth 
century American English; a fact which 
may distress conservative souls, but will 
undoubtedly make Saint Bernard and 
his family and his monks familiar to 
hundreds of growing boys and girls, 
and to adults who have never acquired 
a taste for the more formal type of 
biography. Even the conservatives who 
read thoughtfully will be forced to ad- 
mit that the book was written by one 
who knows and loves his Saint Ber- 
nard, and may find themselves so 
warmed by his. enthusiasm that they 
may turn to more formal biographies 
or even to Saint Bernard’s own writings. 

There is a real place for this book 
among the more mature high school 
readers who are developing ideals and 
forming loyalties. No student who 
really reads it can thereafter completely 
ignore the greatest loyalty of all. Chris- 
tian teachers and parents distraught by 
the inroads of a materialistic, sensualis- 
tic philosophy of life will be enheart- 
ened and inspired by this story of a 
God-conscious, God-centered, God-serv- 
ing family who lived the motto sent by 
Saint Bernard to his sister, Blessed 
Humbeline, LOVE SERVES. 


—SIsTER Mary STEPHANA, O.P. 
Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois. 
* * * 
From U.S.S. Wyoming 
“T can hardly add any other praise to 
your effort than has already been given. 
It is the first comprehensive viewpoint 
outside the commercial “ah, yes” sales 
boosters in the Times and Tribune, of 
the books in our time.” 
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OUR THANKS 


to Our Sunday Visitor, in which, in j 


the leading article on October 4th 
by Father Francis N. Wendell, 0.P,, 
Books on Trial is prominently fea 
tured—and to 


The Sign for October, where, in 
their SIGN POST section we re 


ceived prominent mention—and to 


Church Property Administration 
which printed an_ illustration of 
our chart—and to 


Bruce’s Between the Lines which 
did likewise—with an explanation 
of the idea—and to 

Novena Notes of October 16th, in 
Bill Blakely’s Cavalcade, which 
summarizes our objects—and to 





The Journal of Religious Instruc 
tion for a two-page article, and to 


The New World for its generous 
publicity on our publication party 
launching Dr. Magner’s Men of 
Mexico—and to all those who have 
sent their good wishes since our 
last issue—some thousand or more 
—our statistician just can’t keep 
up with everything! 


x w * 


“Across A World” 


While not written as a travel book 
Across a World is all of that and more,’ 

The author, now assistant general of 
Maryknoll, was for ten years director 
of information for the Congregation of 
Propaganda. While his chapters on the 
Japanese and Chinese and the anet 
dotes he relates are absorbingly interest- 
ing his accounts of Africa furnish the 
most surprising information. 

Few Americans realize the missionary 
work that has been done among the 
cannibals nor the extent to which theit 
children are being Christianized. 

Our “foreign correspondents,” in theit 
books tell us of all the “brass hats” 
they met and hob-nobbed with. Fr. 
Considine, with the collaboration of 
Thomas Kernan, tells us of less promi} 
nent but more important people—the 
humble brown, yellow and black mem 
whose treatment has contributed to the 
loss of Malay, the problems of Burma 
and the Orient. fj 

Published by Longman’s, Green— 
Price $2.50. * 
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